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“The Call Story”
As Christians, we sense the call of God on our lives to be the
hands and feet of Jesus Christ, and how we hear from God
and respond to God, certainly makes a difference. Some are
not sure about the call, some are afraid of the call and some
respond immediately because they understand with clarity
the call . I am not sure where you fall in one of these
categories, but my prayer is
that you yield to God’s call to
be the hands and feet of
Jesus Christ. According to
Jeremiah 1:5 “Before I formed
you in the womb I knew you,
before you were born I set
you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”
(NIV). The prophet Jeremiah hears the call but tries to
justify why he is not able to do the task to which God is
calling him. When God calls, God equips you for the task to
which God is calling you to perform. May we be
obedient to the Spirit of God to do God’s will.
Peace,
Pastor George
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DUMC Mission VBS Trip to Agape (July 10-14)
A two person DUMC Mission team traveled 200
miles to the Agape Children Center on the Eastern Shore of Virginia. The mission trip
was to to provide a 3 day Vacation Bible School program to children who were
attending Agape’s Summer Program for local area children in
Horntown, Va. Between July 10-13, Diane Boyle and Linda
Fowler became the hands and feet of Jesus, with the
assistance of the Agape staff, to bring the Love of Christ and
the Word of God to eleven 3-9 years olds. Their VBS
program engaged the children with Bible stories and related crafts, music videos, life
lesson videos, dancing, singing and gift boxes provided by the DUMC congregation.
The children thoroughly enjoyed it as demonstrated by all the hugs they shared and
sad faces as Diane and Linda left. The pictures say it all.

MOBILE MINISTRY

The Mobile Ministry rolled again with 17 in
attendance. This time we were showing our
appreciation to the local Fire and Rescue
Departments. The visit included the Naval Support
Facility South Potomac Fire and Emergency Services
(on base) and King George Fire and Rescue
Companies 1 (King George), 2 (Dahlgren) and 3
(Fairview Beach).
We read from Philippians 2:13 and had a prayer
before starting. At each station we shared a card
signed by the congregation, shared a box of snacks,
gave them a bag of m&m's (for Mobile Ministry) and
took a picture. The younger members of our team
enjoyed seeing and climbing the equipment.
Many thanks to all who donated the snacks and to the
fire houses who made us feel so welcome.

For God is working in you, giving you the desire and
the power to do what pleases him.
-Philippians 2:13 (NLT)

I wanted to give a huge shout
out for the Senior High Youth
group for helping with our
packing event. This event
helped pack over 150
backpacks for the upcoming
school year! Thank you to
everyone supporting this event!!!
Also we will be having our spaghetti dinner Tuesday,
September 27th, 4pm - 7pm. Please be on the lookout
for a grocery list if you would like to purchase any food
items to donate. Thank you again for your support and
prayers!!!
-Toy Suon

Tending the Flock Workday
July 23, 2022
If a family member needs help, the family pulls together
to help. If a member or family of the church needs of
assistance, church volunteers (family) will also gather to
help. The event is called a “Tending the Flock
Workday”. Early last Saturday, July 23, church
volunteers gathered at the newly-moved-into home of
the Bower family who needed help with some heavy
duty yard work around their new abode. A number of
large bushes around the yard were heavily overrun with
an umbrella of vines. Also, an area near the house
needed to be cleared of a high-density undergrowth of
bushes and vines with a dead tree in the middle of it.
Working in the 95+ temperatures of that day, the church
volunteers trimmed the overgrown bushes and cleared
the future picnic area of the undergrowth and the dead
tree. The DUMC kitchen crew and the Bowers
supported the Church work crew by providing lunch and
cool drinks for all. It was a great day of fellowship for
all involved.

Update from the Trustees
The Trustees have been busy. Although most of our activities involve
maintenance items that you probably won’t notice, some have higher
profiles. Probably most notable has been the building of the Memorial
Garden. The area to the right of the church has been transformed to an area
of reflection with the stone cinerarium as a central point. (For those of you
who, like me, are unfamiliar with the term, according to dictionary.com: a
cinerarium is “a place for depositing the ashes of the dead after cremation.”)
The design of the area is the work of the Memorial Garden Planning
Committee. Management of the area has been handed off to the standing
Memorial Garden Committee for management.
The handicapped ramp on that side was added around the same time. This
serves the dual purposes of increasing accessibility and filling in an area
that has problems with standing water. The parking lot was sealed and
repainted and the lights were replaced with new, brighter LED lights that
also use less electricity. Expect to see Burgess Hauling and Excavating
working over by the Belle House in late August / early September. They
will be regrading in an attempt to improve drainage of the Belle House
property. Many thanks to John and Vel Burgess for all they do to support
DUMC.

Thanks for a wonderful VBS!
Vacation Bible School (July 18th -22nd) was a terrific success!! Our service project was a
friendly competition among the groups of participants to see which group could collect
the most cereal for the Love Thy Neighbor food pantry. Altogether, there were 189 lbs
of cereal collected!! The cereal shelves at Love Thy Neighbor had been empty for
weeks, and now they were filled!
Thank you so much to everyone who donated cereal and for all the people who helped
set up for VBS, who worked all week to make each night fun and memorable for the
kids, and who helped clean up after it was all finished. Also, we thank the Dahlgren
Domino’s pizza for donating 15 large pizzas for Friday night’s dinner, and to the
Dahlgren Sheetz for donating “Free Specialty Drink” cards to hand out to all the
volunteers. This was a wonderful event for our church family to reach out into our
community and plant important seeds about the Love of Christ. We’re looking forward
to working with everyone again next summer for VBS 2023 – “Sky” (by Group
Publishing)!!
April Getty, VBS Director

What Are Spiritual Gifts and Why Do We Ever
Talk About Them at Church?
Surprises are in store when we explore biblically what
spiritual gifts really are, how they fit with our natural
strengths and talents, and how they match our calling
from God. This study will help restore the Holy
Spirit to the center of our understanding and practice
of spiritual gifts and to set us free to serve God as
never before.
As we truly
embrace the Holy
DUMC will
Christ-centered,
our unity and
heart, and we
share genuine,

understand and
Spirit’s gifts,
become more
will maintain
oneness of
will be able to
powerful love.

Join us on a short retreat on Saturday, September 24
from 9:30 am to 2:30 pm at the beautiful home of
Tom and Julie Boucher as we are challenged with a
paradigm shift in our understanding of what spiritual
gifts truly are.
For more information, please contact Carolyn Short
(540-226-9237) or Sharon Sanford

As shared with you last month, our DUMC Council
decided to wait until VA United Methodist Annual
Conference was over to consider disaffiliation or
not with the United Methodist Church. At our July
council we talked disaffiliation head on, and it was
made clear that no one in council felt disaffiliation
was the right move for DUMC. After much
discussion, Denise Ramsbotham made a motion to
council, “The DUMC Council is not interested in
the process of disaffiliation. It is not appropriate
for our church at this time.” This motion was
seconded by Rob Getty and went to vote. All in
attendance voted “aye” with no “nays” or
abstentions. Council and its members agree we
want to move forward with putting all our energy
and hearts into the programs we have within
DUMC to share God’s LOVE with all.
-Denise Ramsbotham

What is the purpose of Sunday School?
Every day, we spend hours of our time researching our work, our health, our children’s
studies, our retirement, our future, our past etc. Our children spend 12 to possibly 18
or more years in full time academic environments. But how much time do we spend
steeping ourselves in the bible? As Christians, we should be in constant contact with
the word of God and hold an intense desire to further our understanding of God’s word.
We are given that opportunity for learning every Sunday, for one hour before church. If
we desire to be the hands and feet of Christ as we are called to do, than we should
desire to be as highly educated in His principles as we can be. This requires setting
aside the time for learning. And for those who feel they have already achieved an
outstanding understanding of the bible, perhaps the next step is to become a disciple
of Christ and share your knowledge through teaching. Either way, Sunday school is an
important opportunity for Christians of all ages, a religious freedom we have access to
and one we should take advantage of.
Sunday school is - a place for children and adults, to learn more about their faith, their
Savior, God’s word, and who/how we are expected to be.
Sunday school is – fellowship. Small, age-appropriate groups of people talking and
questioning, sharing and laughing together. If we are doing it right, church becomes a
place we long to be because we look forward to the fellowship of our Christian brothers
and sisters.
Sunday school is – providing mentors for children. It takes a village to raise children and
teachers help to reinforce the lessons you are trying hard to instill in your family at
home.
Sunday school is – forming good habits. You are already coming to the building each
Week for church. Sunday school sets the habitual practice of studying God’s word.

DUMC offers 2 different opportunities a week for church school learning:
SUNDAYS 8:45 – 9:45 AM
PreK-5th grades
6th-8th grades
High school/College
2 in person adult classes
1 virtual ZOOM class

(starts 9/7)
WEDNESDAYS 6:00-7:00 PM
PreK-2nd grades
3rd-5th grades
6th-8th grades
Adult/parent class
(*curriculum is same across all
classes for family discussion)

Sunday school only happens with teacher
volunteers. Please consider giving your time.

SENIOR BREAKFAST

Mondays
IS

Friday, August 19th
9-11:00AM
Join us for a morning of
friends, fellowship and
free food. Bring a friend
along!

HERE!!

6-8:00
PM

Easy to learn, fun to play. Come on
out, bring a lawn chair, some
hydration and have SOME FUN!!!

Tuesday, August 30th
6-8:30 PM
A peaceful evening float on the Potomac
leaving from Caledon state park. Have you
ever had a prayer meeting on the river?
Check that one off your bucket list and let’s
fellowship out in God’s country!

Blessing of the Backpacks at our annual
Children’s Worship Service

August 14th at 10 am
Children and adults attending school or homeschooled are invited to bring
their backpacks to this annual Children’s Worship Service for a special
blessing offered by Pastor George. This service is led by the children and will feature
them singing their favorite VBS songs from this summer “John 3:16,” “Wherever You
Go,” and “At the Name of Jesus.” Please see April Getty if your child is interested in
having a speaking part in this service (such as the Call or Worship, the Psalter,
scripture verses, etc……).

Mid-Week Family Bible Classes
Wednesday nights

Free dinner 5:30 – 6:00 pm
Classes 6:00 – 7:00 pm
Classes for:

K-2nd

3rd-5th

6-8th

Adults

FAMILY THEMED CURRICULUM FOR
FOLLOWUP CONVERSATIONS AT HOME

BLUE CUP SUNDAYS
Always the 4th Sunday of the month. Please bring your donations
for the children to collect after service. These monies go to sponsor
our missionary Helen Roberts-Evans serving in Liberia

Sunday Service
st

Worship - 10:00 AM

1 Sunday/month Communion (open to all)
Children’s worship during 10 AM service
FACEBOOK POST OF OUR WORSHIP SERVICE
We offer a weekly video version of the DUMC Worship Service on our
Dahlgren United Methodist Church Facebook page posted after the
service. The bulletin is sent out via email each week for you to follow along.

Sunday School Classes Available
Elementary class – Nursery – 5th grade 8:45 AM
Middle School – 6-8th grade 8:45 AM
College/High school (for the summer only) – 8:45 AM
Adult (18+) – 8:45 AM Bible Adventure – In person bible study and discussion.
Teacher- Tom Boucher
Adult (18+) – 8:45 AM NEW – An in person study of the book The Pilgrim’s Progress by John
Bunyan, an allegorical narrative of one man’s adventure on his faith journey.
Starts 6/5. Contact Michelle to obtain the book 724-747-4080.
Teacher –Michelle Watson
Adult (18+) – The Seekers – Lessons written and emailed weekly based on Cokesbury standard
adult International Sunday School Lessons plans. All are welcome to receive.
Please contact Dick Post (540-663-0553) to sign up.
Teacher – Dick Post
Adult (18+) – 11:30 AM -Christian Studies Class – Sunday ZOOM meetings
A shared journey of spiritual development and exploration of the practical meaning of
Life in Christ.
Facilitator – Carolyn Nelson

MONDAYS – 9:00 AM (zoom)

WEDNESDAYS – 11:00 AM

Start your week with pastor’s

Meet with Jesus Mid-Week!!

prayer group!!
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2042724203

In person/in the sanctuary
Facilitated by April Getty

meeting ID: 2042724203

Women’s Bi-Monthly Bible Study – Sunday 11:15
Starts Sunday, August 28th
(8/28, 9/11, 9/18, 10/2, 10/16, 10/30, 11/6, 11/20, 12/4, 12/18)

This is a 10 session study covering Ten Women of the Bible, by Max
Lucado. Class will be facilitated by Amanda McLoughlin (and Pam
Engel) following an informal small group discussion format. Please
call the church office 540-663-2230 if you are interested. Book
orders are due by Friday, 8/12.

Men’s Bible Study Group – Tuesdays 10:00 AM

(Belle house)

Bible study and discussion for men of all ages. Join Pastor Warner for this
small group Christian education opportunity, fellowship, and fresh coffee.

From The Heart Packing Event

Mobile Ministry to the Fire Houses

Scout Troop 1404 Honor Court
(Sponsored by DUMC)

Dahlgren UMC has immediate need for a Nursery Attendant. This is a
permanent, part-time, hourly-wage position to care for children ages 0-4 years old
placed in the nursery during church services and special events.
Applicant must be:
•
•
•
•

a Christian with a strong commitment to Jesus Christ and the church (a member in good standing
with her/his chosen church.)
submit/pass a VA State Police background check and a VDSS Central Registry Search
have or successfully complete training for CPR for infants/toddlers within three months of
employment
be physically capable of handling the needs of infants and toddlers.

If interested, please contact the Church Office by phone: 540-663-2230 or by email
to office@dahlgrenumc.org.
Please prayerfully consider passing this opening along to qualified friends and family.

We have immediate need for folks to help out in our children’s Sunday
school and Wednesday night bible classes. We try to offer 4 different age appropriate classes and
each class needs two adults (as well as substitutes). We could also be offering a college age class for
our stay-at-home young adults if someone felt led to start one. Currently, DUMC only has 3 people
willing to give an hour of their time on Sunday mornings and 2 of the same 3 people giving their time
on Wednesday evenings as well. When we cannot offer children’s classes, we cannot grow our
church by bringing in families with children. And worse yet, we suffer the little ones by not being
able to start God’s ministry at the very foundations of their learning process.
Please prayerfully consider working alongside a church family member in a teamwork environment
and have an hour of fun with the youth in our church. This is a vital need for our church’s future and
DUMC is fortunate to have such a large, healthy, and well equipped congregation to choose from. If
you can help in any way, please call the church the office 540-663-2230.
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Monday

Tuesday

1

2

9:00am Monday
Morning Prayer
(Zoom)
6:00pm
Pickleball
7

Wednesday
3

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

4

5

6

10:00am Men's 11:00am
Bible Study
Prayer Group
7:00pm Boy
4:30pm DCP
Scouts
Orientation
7:00pm
Mission Team

6:00pm Music
Practice
7:00pm
Trustees

Church
Cleaning
Office Closed

Office
Closed

8

9

11

12

13

Church opens @ 8:30AM
Office Closed
8:45am Sunday School
10:00am Traditional
Service/Communion (no children's
church)
11:30am Christian Studies Sunday
School Class on ZOOM

9:00am Monday
Morning Prayer
(Zoom)
6:00pm
Pickleball

10:00am Men's 1st Day of
5:00pm
Bible Study
Preschool DCP Guarding
5:30pm
11:00am
Hearts
Worship
Prayer Group Homeschool
Committee
7:00pm
meeting
7:00pm Boy
Church
6:00pm Music
Scouts
Council
Practice

Church
Cleaning
Office Closed

Office
Closed

14

15

16

19

20

10

17

18

Church opens @ 8:30AM
9:00am Monday
Office Closed
Morning Prayer
8:45am Sunday School
(Zoom)
10:00am Special Children Led
6:00pm
Worship - Blessing of the Backpacks Pickleball
11:30am Christian Studies Sunday
School Class on ZOOM

10:00am Men's 11:00am
6:00pm Music
Bible Study
Prayer Group Practice
7:00pm Boy
7:00pm DCP
Scouts
Board

Church
Office
Cleaning
Closed
Office Closed
9:00am Senior
Breakfast
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22

23

26

27

Church opens @ 8:30AM
Office Closed
8:45am Sunday School
10:00am Traditional Service with
Children's Church
11:30am Christian Studies Sunday
School Class on ZOOM
11:30am Events Committee
Meeting at Romas

9:00am Monday
Morning Prayer
(Zoom)
6:00pm
Pickleball
7:00pm SPRC

10:00am Men's 11:00am
6:00pm Music
Bible Study
Prayer Group Practice
7:00pm Boy
Scouts

Church
Cleaning
Office Closed

Office
Closed

28

29

30

Church opens @ 8:30AM
Office Closed
8:45am Sunday School
10:00am Traditional Service with
Children's Church - Blue Cup Sunday
11:15am *NEW* - Women's Bible
Study
11:30am Christian Studies Sunday
School Class on ZOOM
12:00pm Love Thy Neighbor Food
Bank DUMC Volunteer

9:00am Monday
Morning Prayer
(Zoom)
6:00pm
Pickleball

10:00am Men's 11:00am
Bible Study
Prayer Group
6:00pm
Caledon
Sunset Kayak
7:00pm Boy
Scouts

24

31

25

GENERAL FUND
Undesignated Giving for July
$18,778.62
Expenses for July
$24,247.26
General Fund Monthly Goal:
$27,359.34
WAYS TO DONATE TO
DAHLGREN UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

Mail to P.O. Box
1797 Dahlgren, VA
22448 or directly in
offering box at back
of sanctuary

DUMC Website
(dahlgrenumc.org)
click on “Donate”

Donor arranged
through
personal on-line
banking

Please continue to support your church. For those not
attending in person, online giving options are linked to
the church website. You may also drop it in the box at
back of the Sanctuary in person or mail it to the church
office at P.O. Box 1797, Dahlgren, VA 22448.

