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NOVEMBER 2020
A PASTORAL NOTE
This month we begin the holiday season. November encompasses Thanksgiving
and the start of Advent leading up to Christmas. The first Sunday is traditionally All
Saints Day, when we read the names of loved ones and friends who have died in
the past year. I would like to devote this brief post to those for whom the upcoming
holiday season will be difficult - those for whom this time of year will be one of both
celebration and sadness.
Perhaps we all approach the end of the year in this way to some degree. We all
have lost dear loved ones and friends whose passing we still morn. I know I do.
In his “A Book of Uncommon Prayer”, Kenneth G. Phifer includes the following
prayer written months after the death of his wife. It is a testament to the significance
of loss and the healing we seek that only God in time can bring.
“That one that I loved, O God, is now with you. I can say that, not knowing “how” or
“where,” but say it because it makes no sense that so rich and full a life would come to
an abrupt end … except for memories. Still, I am bereft for she is not with me. I listen to
all the clichés of my friends, spoken to console me: “She is better off.” “She is past her
pain and suffering.” “She is in heaven,” whatever that means. I listen and am not
consoled. My grief is selfish. I want to feel her touch and hear her voice and see her
smile. I am confident she is with you, and I am just as confident, O Lord, you understand
how it is with me.
I cannot help recalling times I might have been gentler, softer, more thoughtful. I wish I
could live some hours over. I wish I could say “I love you” just one more time. These
failures I must accept. “Time heals all things,” they say. I do not believe Time does
anything. You, O God, are Healer and Helper. Only You can heal me in time. Only You
can help me through the lonely days and long nights. Only You can give me renewed
zest for going on and entering life once more.
“Thanks be to You who gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” I
believe that. But right now, I grieve; I
hurt; I am bereft. Thanks be to God who
understands through Jesus Christ my
Lord. Amen.”
My wish for you all is to be blessed
with the richness of holiday traditions.
May they serve to remind you of the
people that matter most – those gone
but not forgotten as well as those
among us still.
Grace & Peace in Christ our Lord,
Pastor Tom
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REMEMBER TO TURN YOUR CLOCKS BACK ONE
HOUR AT MIDNIGHT ON NOVEMBER 1ST!

NOVEMBER SERMONS AND SCRIPTURE
NOVEMBER 1 - ALL SAINTS DAY
Revelation 7:9-17
Message: We Know How This Story Ends
NOVEMBER 8
Lesson: Matthew 25:1-13
Message: Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning,
for the Work is Almost Done
NOVEMBER 15
Lesson: Matthew 25:14-30
Message: Enter into the Joy
NOVEMBER 22
Lesson: Matthew 25:31-46
Message: With Ever Thankful Hearts
NOVEMBER 29 - The First Sunday In Advent
Lessons: Isaiah 64:1-9
Mark 13:24-37
Message: This Place is a Mess!

DUMC FINANCIAL UPDATE
The Coronavirus has brought us some uncertain times. We have experienced
reduced giving during this trying time. We appreciate your continued support
through donations as it is vital to meet the rest of our current budget numbers
including enabling the mission team to address urgent needs in the
community. Please see the current numbers below:

October 2020 Finances as of 10/25/2020:
General Fund Giving - $15,404.33
October Expenses - $21,128.91
Apportionments not paid in October
General Fund Monthly Goal: $28,322.00
Please continue to give via mail or the church website and of course in the
offering box at the in-person services. The “Ways to Donate” information is on
the last page of this newsletter. Thank you for your support.
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IN-PERSON WORSHIP
We continue our in-person worship on Sundays with one service at
10:00 AM.
There is no Sunday School, Nursery, or Children’s Church. Masks
must be worn, and social distancing must be maintained at all
times. All in attendance must agree to the health acknowledgement
each Sunday as you come into the church. *Please remember to
sign up on the Signup Genius link provided each week or call or
email the office with your name and how many will you plan to have
attending with you, until further notice.

ONLINE WORSHIP
We also continue to have our Worship Service and a Children’s
message posted on Dahlgren United Methodist Church Facebook
page each week. A worship supplement is emailed out on Sunday
morning for you to follow along with the service.

LIMITED CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The Church Administrative Assistant Rayeann continues to work from home during the time the office is
closed. To reach her regarding an administrative matter, you may contact 540-903-6060. She will be
monitoring email as they come in from Church email (office@dahlgrenumc.org) and telephone messages.
To reach Pastor Tom regarding a Pastoral matter, please call (540) 263-2238 or email
(tomlee@vaumc.org).

*REMINDER – IF YOU WANT TO SCHEDULE A MEETING OR BE IN THE BUILDING, PLEASE CALL
OR EMAIL THE OFFICE SO WE KNOW WHERE TO SANITIZE FOR EVERYONE’S PROTECTION.
THANK YOU.
UPPER ROOM DAILY DEVOTIONAL
Upper Room Daily Devotionals for November/December are in the office. Please call 540-663-2230 and leave a
message, or email office@dahlgrenumc.org if you would like one. You can pick one up on Tuesday or Wednesday
during office hours, or we will gladly mail it to you.

Charge Conference
The Charge Conference date for this year is Sunday, November 15th at 4:00PM on ZOOM. Members
of the church council are voting members of the Charge Conference. More information will be out closer
to the date.

DAHLGREN UMC YOUTH GROUP
The DUMC Youth will be meeting at church Sunday,
November 8th, from 4:30-6:00 pm. More details to
come! We ask that everyone bring a mask and
observe social distancing guidelines.
We look
forward to seeing you and having time together!
Refreshments will be provided.
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UMC NOVEMBER MISSION FOCUS
Members of our church will once again have an opportunity to
provide Thanksgiving baskets to those in the community with a
need for a full meal during this time of family celebration and
sharing. Frozen turkeys and/or turkey breasts large enough to
feed a family of 4 is desired. Boxes should contain canned goods,
and food supplies typical to a Thanksgiving dinner.
Sweet
potatoes, corn, green beans, turkey broth, are just a few of the
possibilities to include in the box. No frozen desserts, please.
Typically, these meals/boxes are delivered to the Masonic Lodge on 301 the Tuesday of Thanksgiving
week. Numbered boxes are available from Denise Ramsbotham. She will have them available here at
the church the next few Sundays. Our church has committed to 20 meals. Denise can also help with
delivery of meals if you need it. Please contact Denise for questions or call the church office 540-6632230 for any assistance.

TRUSTEES OVERSEEING NEW CHURCH IMPROVEMENTS
We have one new improvement completed and one ongoing. The new ramp has been
completed and now provides easy access to the church from the other side of the parking lot
(as well as helping with the drainage problem that we have had for years). Thanks to Jim
Sloop and Bill Goss for making this happen. In addition, parking lot lights are being installed
so that you can actually see where you are going when you are at the church at
night. Thanks to Bob Cunningham for all of his efforts on this. Come on by and see what we
are doing! More to come in a few months.
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MISSION UPDATE
The DUMC Mission Committee provides Stewardship for
Gods gifts received by the Church. These gifts are the
donations of money/material and the personal time offered
by Church members. The Mission Committees Mission
statement is:
“The Missions Committee facilitates
opportunities for the congregation of DUMC to be in service
to those in need, whether spiritually or physically.” The
groups’ function is to provide assistance to the needy within
our Church (Tending the Flock), across the local area
(Dahlgren/KG), across Virginia and the USA, and
throughout the World.
The DUMC Mission effort has been known for its food
ministry. It is currently supporting outside organizations with financial support and food donations to help
feed the needy in the local community. Outside organizations supported financially include the Lunch
Bunch group and the Stafford Food Security organization (Feeding hungry school children), and the
Society of St. Andrews, (A national gleaning organization feeding the hungry). Also, to help feed the
needy local residents, a Mission Committee member shops for food each month that is delivered to the
King George Social Services Food Pantry and the Love Thy Neighbor Food Pantry. A new program has
been started to provide monthly food donation for the enlisted military families on the Dahlgren Naval
Base. The poundage goal for food purchased and delivered the last several years has been 3,000
pounds. The last two years have been successful in meeting that goal. The pandemic/COVID crisis has
impacted the work of DUMC Mission Committee since March. The Committee likes to do hands-on
opportunities for the local community but has had to limit service to only providing financial assistance
due to pandemic guidelines. Local organizations supported financially include: the Thurman Brisben
Homeless Shelter (Fredericksburg), the KGSS Living Assistance Program that helps community
members with utilities, rent, transportation, or other costs, the Hope House in Fredericksburg (an
organization that helps women in transition and the Empower House organization (helping abused
women.) If you would like to make a donation to Mission Committee to assist the needy during the COVID
crisis: Donate by check to DUMC Mission Committee or On-Line @ https://dahlgrenumc.org/.

You will be enriched in every
way so that you can be
generous on every occasion, and
through us your generosity will
result in thanksgiving to God.
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2 Corinthians 9:11
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HOPE REINS RANCH VISIT

Some of the families who have been helping make the Children’s Time and Message videos
visited the Hope Reins Ranch on Saturday, October 24th. The events included a scavenger hunt
where they learned the names of the horses, decorating a horseshoe to keep, meeting the
miniature horses and decorating a pumpkin to keep. Everyone seemed to have a great time.
Hope Reins Ranch is a non-profit ranch that rescues horses and provides a place of healing for
children, individuals, and families through the hope that Jesus Christ gives us.
Many thanks to Mary Collings for the Pumpkins and to Verna Asbell for the treat bags.

“A TIME FOR THANKSGIVING”
We would like to thank our many friends of DUMC that have been so good to us
during the Covid-19 trauma. The phone calls, emails, food gifts, errands run for
us are especially appreciated.
Also, our “birthday parades” were very special to us!
Gratefully,
Dick and Nancy Post
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Financial Update
OCTOBER 2020

General Fund Giving:
$15,404.33
Expenses:
$21,128.91
General Fund Monthly Goal:
$28,322.00

WAYS TO**These
DONATE
TO
amounts
do not reflect gifts
givenUNITED
for missions, mortgages or any
DAHLGREN
other designated funds.
METHODIST CHURCH

Mail to P.O. Box
1797 Dahlgren, VA
22448 or directly in
offering box at back
of sanctuary

DUMC Website
(dahlgrenumc.org)
click on “Donate”
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Donor arranged
through
personal on-line
banking

