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Company Is Coming!
What excitement this season brings! Yes, we’ve been here many times before. Our
rituals are set in stone like patterns ready to roll. There is something about the
Advent season that brings out the kid in us. As adults, however, we know there’s
work to be done to get ready. Company is coming! It’s time to clean house and be
ready.
Advent is the time to make ready for guests. Even with gathering restraints at home
and at church, this season leading up to Christmas, like all Advent seasons in the
past, is in large part about preparing for company. It’s about hospitality. It’s about
the welcome we extend to the Child of Bethlehem, as well as the welcome we
extend to family and strangers.
If your impulse is to keep things at a minimum this season, I strongly encourage you
to resist it. Sure, we must be sensible. But if there is anything, we, our families, and
the larger world need these days, it’s a genuine experience of warm hospitality.
It’s time to clean house, haul out the decorations, and hang the wreaths. There’s
work to be done. But Advent is not only about preparing the appearance of our
exterior space. It’s more about preparing our hearts. With that in mind, I am
planning to focus on the theme, “Company Is Coming” on Sunday’s throughout the
Advent season.
It is my hope that our worship during this season will enrich your experience and lift
your spirit to enjoy more fully the wonderful celebration it offers us all.
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COMPANY IS COMING!
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
November 29
Scripture Lessons: Isaiah 64:1-9, Mark 13:24-37
Message: This Place is a Mess
SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT
December 6
Isaiah 40:1-11
Mark 1:1-8
Message: Clean-up Brigade
THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
December 13
Scripture Lessons: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11, John 1:6-8, 19-28
Message: Deck the Halls
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
December 20
Scripture Lessons: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16, Luke 1:26-38
Message: Waiting on the Threshold
CHRISTMAS EVE
December 24
A Service of Lessons, Carols and Communion
(This service will be pre-recorded and posted on social
media at 6:00PM.)
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
December 27
Scripture Lessons: Isaiah 61:10-62:3, Luke 2:22-40
Message: Enjoying the Company
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
January 3
Scripture Lesson: Ephesians 1:3-14
Message: Living the Celebration

JESUS GIFT
Missions will have three opportunities for
sharing in the Jesus Gift in December. This
year we will contribute to Thurman Brisben
Homeless Shelter, Agape Christian Children’s
Community Center and our Cambodian
Missionary Clara Biswas Street Children
Project. You will remember the Jesus Gift is
a way of sharing with friends through mission
opportunities.
Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, Worship
has changed how we decorate the altar this
year. Rather than buying a poinsettia,
members will have an opportunity to make a donation to one of the missions in memory or in honor of a
loved one. Their names will be listed in our bulletin as we have done in the past.
Giving to Missions’ Jesus Gift in December, jump starts our money for 2021. Below is the writeup for
each mission we are donating to this year.
Thurman Brisben Center: The Brisben Center is the greater community's largest full service, yearround, residential emergency homeless center located in Fredericksburg, VA. It provides a safe and
secure, staffed 24-hour temporary residence for the homeless 365 days a year. It can simultaneously
serve up to 80 homeless women, children and men with a wide range of services. At Brisben, hundreds
of volunteers and supporters from our greater community serve the region's homeless each year.
Eastern Shore: Agape Christian Children’s Community Center (#5020): Located in Horntown, VA,
an outreach ministry to children at high risk for abuse, neglect and school drop-out on the Eastern Shore.
Sharing Christ through programs like preschool, Vacation Bible School and computer training.
Cambodian Street Children Ministry (Advance No # 14921A) is the actual project that Clara Biswas
supports. She works with the ‘poorest of the poor,’ especially children, in slum areas and garbage dumps
to facilitate their transfers to relocation and rehabilitation centers.

Virtual Christmas Eve Service
Due to raised health concerns, our traditional Christmas Eve
service this year will not be held in person. Instead, we will be
posting a special Service of Lessons, Carols and Communion
at 6:00 PM on our Facebook and Church Web page. Please be
sure to join in this celebration of the birth of our Lord.

IN-PERSON WORSHIP
We continue our in-person worship on Sundays with one service
at 10:00 AM.
There is no Sunday School, Nursery, or Children’s Church. Masks
must be worn, and social distancing must be maintained at all
times. All in attendance must agree to the health
acknowledgement each Sunday as you come into the church.
*Please remember to sign up on the Signup Genius link provided
each week or call or email the office with your name and how many
will you plan to have attending with you, until further notice.

ONLINE WORSHIP
We also continue to have our Worship Service and a Children’s
message posted on Dahlgren United Methodist Church Facebook
page each week. A worship supplement is emailed out on Sunday
morning for you to follow along with the service.

CAROLING IN CARS
On Sunday, December 6th we are going to
have a "Caroling in Cars" event. Since we
aren't allowed to sing yet, we will be driving
from house to house and playing Christmas
music on our radios. We will be meeting at the
church at 5:00 PM. Decorate your car before
coming. Let's see who can have the best
decorated car.

DRIVE UP NATIVITY
On Wednesday December 16th, Dick and Nancy Post are
sponsoring a "Miracle in the Manger" activity. This is in
place of the Christmas Eve service they usually host. There
will be gift bags and live trees for planting. This will be at
the church from 5:00-7:00PM. The Nativity will be set up
for viewing and we are trying to get live animals to be a
part of it. Please drive by, get your gift bag and tree, while
enjoying the Nativity.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The Church Administrative Assistant Rayeann continues to work from home during
the time the office is closed. To reach her regarding an administrative matter, you
may contact 540-903-6060. She will be monitoring email as they come in from
(office@dahlgrenumc.org) and all telephone messages. To reach Pastor Tom
regarding a Pastoral matter, please call (540) 263-2238 or email
(tomlee@vaumc.org).
*REMINDER – IF YOU WANT TO SCHEDULE A MEETING OR BE IN THE BUILDING,
PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL THE OFFICE SO WE KNOW WHERE TO SANITIZE FOR
EVERYONE’S PROTECTION. THANK YOU.

NEW DIRECTORY
We will be publishing a new 2021 Church Directory at the beginning of the year. If
you have had any changes to your Name, Address, Email or Phone numbers
during 2020 please let the office know by phone message or email. We appreciate
your help in this endeavor, so the information is current and correct. Thank you.

A PERSONAL NOTE FROM PASTOR TOM
As some of you are aware, in early October I was diagnosed with advanced prostate cancer and
was advised to proceed with surgery. A subsequent CT scan revealing significant growth in an
abdominal aortic aneurism that has been monitored for the past eight years raised concerns to
proceed with caution. Upon consulting with doctors in Fredericksburg and Roanoke I have been
referred to Johns Hopkins to address complications that removal of the prostate presents. I am
now finally awaiting scheduling of surgery. Due to the risks involved in addressing the aneurysm
it is my intention to put off that item until I have no choice. Thank you for your prayers. I have
certainly felt them! I will let you know when surgery is scheduled.

USING GODS GIFTS TO HELP THE NEEDY
God provides us with Gifts of Treasure, Time and Talent. The DUMC Mission Team has the stewardship
responsibility to distribute Gods Gifts of church member donations to help the needy. The needy requiring help
fall into many categories. Examples are:
1. The Hungry: Those who lack adequate food and nutrition in their daily life need help. The COVID-19
situation is driving up food insecurity across the globe.
2. Victims of Natural Disasters: When floods, hurricanes, or tornadoes occur there are many survivors
left homeless and destitute that need help.
3. Disabled Children: Children with emotional and physical disabilities need help as they face the many
severe challenges in dealing with life.
4. The Homeless: Regardless of how they got in the situation, the homeless need help with issues such
as lack of food, inadequate shelter, poor medical care and unsecure living conditions. There are
many homeless in the local KG and Fredericksburg areas.
5. Missionaries: Missionaries help the needy. They spread the Word of God, work to build the Church,
form disciples, and ultimately help every person they meet. They need financial assistance to
continue their work of Reaching All with the Love Jesus.
6. Victims of Domestic Violence: Violence in the home can be physical or psychological. It can affect
anyone of any age, gender, or race. Victims of domestic violence and their children need help with
emotional support, shelter and housing, to extract them from their life situations.
7. Faith-based Education for Children and Youth: A Christian foundation in education is essential for
preparing a child for life, both spiritually and academically. Financial support for these efforts, such
as the DUMC Preschool, is critical.
8. Disadvantaged Children and Youth: Help is needed for the young people growing up in unsafe
neighborhoods, unstable home situations, or uninvolved parenting. Consequences of not helping
include fewer chances to achieve adequate education and inadequate preparation to thrive in society.
9. Provide Living Assistance for the Needy: At times, families need help with temporary financial
assistance for paying bills, rental costs, food, health care, and other expenses. The COVID-19
situation will expand this need further into the future.
10. Assistance for the Elderly: Senior citizens sometimes need help with activities of daily living:
Transportation, food, medical care, dealing with infirmed living conditions, financial needs, social
contact, and many other issues in dealing with the aging process.
DUMC has a history and tradition of providing Mission Aid and Assistance to the local community and beyond.
Help by sharing Gods Treasure to Reach All With the Love of Christ.

DUMC FINANCIAL UPDATE
The Coronavirus has brought us some uncertain times. We have experienced reduced giving during
this trying time. We appreciate your continued support through donations as it is vital to meet the rest
of our current budget numbers including enabling the mission team to address urgent needs in the
community. Please see the current numbers below:

The General Fund giving through & including 11/22/2020 is $20,552.44
Expenses as of 11/23 are $25,022.25
General Fund Monthly Goal: $28,322.00
Please continue to give via mail or the church website and of course in the
offering box at the in-person services. The “Ways to Donate” information is on
the last page of this newsletter. Thank you for your support.
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