
 

A Pastoral Letter to the Congregation of Dahlgren UMC 

NOVEMBER - A Call to Connect with Thanksgiving  

 

“By the rivers of Babylon, we sat and wept when we remembered Zion. How can we sing the 

songs of the Lord while in a foreign land?” (Psalm 137:1, 4) These ancient words speak of the 

grief of the Hebrew people while in captivity far from Jerusalem and the life they once knew.   

If you are familiar with the story, it wasn’t long before Zion was forgotten and God’s people became so 

accustomed to their new life in Babylon, that they were reluctant to leave when God moved to free them to 

return.  

Although we are not enslaved in a foreign land far from home today, we face the same potential reality. 

After over eight months now of having to adhere to restrictive guidelines, our church, like all churches 

across America, is faced with challenges we have never seen before. 

People who were once deeply connected to their local church are becoming accustomed to living without it. 

Some have done so out of fear. Some have become content without it. Some have resigned to the notion 

that all they really need is a personal relationship with God to get by.  

Although such responses are normal, neither is God’s will. Since the beginning of the church Jesus 

established, it has served to call persons to remain connected as His body.  That connection, which is being 

threatened today, has always been vital to its purpose and its mission.  

As your pastor, I want to make clear that my concern is NOT the survival of an institution, a denomination, 

or even a church as we are accustomed to defining it. My concern is the connection we have with one 

another and our purpose and mission as part of the body of Christ.  

To highlight the importance of remaining connected, I have asked that individuals who have remained 

active since March of this year, share each Sunday in November their testimony of thanksgiving for our 

church in these challenging times.  These testimonials will be posted on our Church Facebook and webpage 

each week.  

Throughout November we will be focusing on Thanksgiving for the blessings God continues to provide 

through our connection to Him and to one another. You will be given an opportunity to voice your response 

to this call to Thanksgiving by mail in the coming week. Please be on the lookout for this communication. 

Finally, no matter the challenges Christs’ church has faced, He has always been faithful.  Each challenge 
throughout history has served to strengthen its resolve. It is people like you that give testament to this by 
your love for Him and your determination to stay the course by faith and hope. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Tom 

 

   

  


