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“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way,
you will fulfill the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:2 NIV)
Several weeks ago, I was asked to produce a video addressing our children about
returning to school. As it turned out, it was one of the most difficult things I have
done in quite a while because it forced me to concentrate on the harsh realities our
children, their parents, and their teachers are facing right now. In the struggle to
come up with the right words to employ in a positive spirit, I begin by remembering
what it was like when my children were of school age and by imagining what they
would have faced in a corona virus world. It wasn’t long before I knew I needed to
do some serious praying. That’s just what happens when we find ourselves
immersed in the pain of others. What follows is the prayer I wrote down as the
landscape unfolded. I offer it to you in hope that it is helpful in articulating those
realities that many children, families, and teachers in our community are
experiencing.
Lord, this is so unfair!
I pray for students of all
ages,
who
won’t
be
returning to school. I pray
for
preschoolers
and
daycare kids who are too
young to understand why
they can’t see their teachers
and friends. I pray for the
children who miss their safe
spaces to learn and play,
and their loving teachers
who help them establish the
basic building blocks for a
lifetime of learning. I pray for the stories unread, the songs unsung, the play-scapes
unconquered, and character-plastered band-aids left undeployed.
I pray for elementary students who will miss their classes and opportunities. For
the children who thrive through being challenged, who depend upon school meals,
who have learned to socialize and flourish, who are known deeply by their teachers
and staff. I pray for the loss of memories of joy, for every kickball and hula-hoop
left in the gym closet and not on the field day grass, for every back seat of a school
bus not occupied, for every child with nothing to share about their day away.
Continued on page 2
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I pray for every middle schooler who will miss their friendship networks, who will lose this time to share the
transformation from child to teen. I pray for all our young ones who spent last year finding themselves as musician,
athlete, gamer, socialite, scholar, or more, and now feel stuck at home without a place to fully share who they want
to be.
I pray for school administrators and teachers whose soul and passion is for students at an age of change whose
hearts are breaking at the loss of positive connection. I pray for every locker left undecorated, for every yearbook
left unsigned, for every 8th grader who doesn’t get a chance to orient to high school and walk around their school
with their heads held high.
I pray for our high schoolers whose only answer to the daily battle of self-worth is the community of people who pick
them up with their acts of care.
I pray for each moment of self-reliance stripped back, for each moment of young love shunted, for each moment of
triumph and tribulation avoided, and for the power of spirit and belonging being shoved into the closet. I pray for the
loss of band competition medals, for the winning shot not falling on the court, and for the missing homecoming
queen. I especially pray for the seniors who have been pumped up for this moment to shine and seeing it piece by
piece falling away, all because of a novel virus that took away their storybook ending.
I pray for school staff who didn’t get to say goodbye in March. I pray for the call of our teachers to do their best for
their students who feel overburdened by coming up with new ways to fulfill that call now. I pray for the vulnerable.
For families without options for childcare. For parents feeling stressed and ill-equipped. For students dependent on
the structure of school in an otherwise chaotic life. For the children with special needs who may not be included in
broad stroke electronic expectations. For meal-dependent children who may not eat. For those without technology
and internet that have perpetually been given unequal opportunity, being moved forward while being left behind
once again. I pray for those who have lost their refuge, their champion, their squad, their family.
God, you are bigger than our doubts, you are stronger than our fears, and so today I say, GOD, I KNOW YOU ARE
PRESENT, BUT THIS IS HARD! Something can be the right decision and still cut deep. Losing a school year hurts
the ones who are already hurting the most. God, shelter the vulnerable, like Jesus cared for the lost and forgotten.
Here and now, Lord, help those who are left without a chance to advocate, germinate, contemplate, and matriculate.
Help those who are broken by what is happening to live in the reality of their feelings yet still, have a chance for
hope. Bless all who have hope to offer. Amen.
God bless you all!

Pastor Tom
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IN-PERSON WORSHIP
We continue our in-person worship on Sundays
with one service at 10:00 AM. There is no Sunday
School, Nursery, or Children’s Church. Masks must
be worn, and social distancing must be maintained
at all times. All in attendance must agree to the health acknowledgement each Sunday as you come into
the church.

*Please remember to sign up on the Signup Genius link provided each week or call or email

the office with your name and how many will you plan to have attending with you, until further notice.

ONLINE WORSHIP
We also continue to have our Worship Service and a Children’s message posted on Dahlgren United
Methodist Church Facebook page each week. A worship supplement is emailed out on Sunday morning
for you to follow along in Worship.

LIMITED CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The church office is now manned on Monday and Wednesdays from 9:00 AM to
1:00 PM. Pastor Tom continues to monitor the COVID-19 situation and will offer
guidance to leadership on current changes. Rayeann continues to work from
home during the time the office is closed. To reach Rayeann regarding an
administrative matter, you may contact her at 540-903-6060. She will be
monitoring email as they come in from Church email (office@dahlgrenumc.org)
and telephone messages.
To reach Pastor Tom regarding a Pastoral matter, please call (540) 263-2238 or
email (tomlee@vaumc.org). May we trust God to watch over us and our
households and keep us safe. May His Spirit bring calm and wise counsel to all.
May we be in constant prayer for each other and the world, until this storm
passes, and we enjoy clear skies again.

*REMINDER – IF YOU WANT TO SCHEDULE A MEETING OR BE IN THE BUILDING, PLEASE CALL
OR EMAIL THE OFFICE SO WE KNOW WHERE TO SANITIZE FOR EVERYONE’S PROTECTION.
THANK YOU.

UPPER ROOM DAILY DEVOTIONAL
Upper Room Daily Devotionals for September /October are in the office. Please call 540-663-2230
and leave a message, or email office@dahlgrenumc.org if you would like one. You can pick one
up on Monday or Wednesday during office hours, or we will gladly mail it to you.
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DUMC FINANCIAL UPDATE
The Coronavirus has brought us some trying and uncertain times. We have experienced
reduced giving over the summer months. We appreciate your continued support through
donations as it is vital to meet the rest of our current budget numbers including enabling
the mission team to address urgent needs in the community. Please see the current
numbers below:
AUGUST 2020 Finances as of 8/23/2020:
General Fund Giving - $24,310.81
August Expenses - $25,415.53
General Fund Monthly Goal: $28,322.00

Please continue to give via mail or the church website and of course in the offering
box at the in-person services. The “Ways to Donate” information is on the last page
of this newsletter. Thank you for your support.

We are in search of persons interested in being part of the audio video support
team. Various positions are needed such as: Sound technician, video controller,
video editor. If interested contact Gair Brown at gair.brown@yahoo.com or call
the church office.

PRAYER CHAIN REMINDER
Did you know that Dahlgren UMC offers a prayer chain that provides up to date information
on folks asking for immediate prayer? This email chain is used within the church only; and
is available to our DUMC church family. Jackie Kunstmann lovingly volunteers her time to
administrate this ministry. If you are a prayer warrior and would like to participate in
receiving the prayer chain requests please email dumcprayerchain@yahoo.com and
asked to be added to the email list.
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An Invitation to Disciple Bible Study
You are invited to join a Disciple Fast Track Bible Study on ZOOM.
Beginning September 15 through March 30, a group of Dahlgren
and Trinity UMC participants will study the Prophets and the
Letters of Paul every Tuesday night from 7:00 – 8:30 pm using
ZOOM.
This Disciple Fast Track is an adaptation of the original, bestselling Disciple
Bible Study: Remember Who You Are. The study is ideal for busy people who
want to fit an in-depth Bible study into their schedule. The study retains the
familiar Disciple format with its theme word, theme verse, statement of the
human condition, daily and weekly assignments, and prayer.
This study examines the connection between memory and identity as the
people of God. Participants will find common themes, including calls to
remember, calls to repent, calls for renewal, and calls for community.
There are 12 sessions each on the Old Testament Major and Minor Prophets
(except Daniel) and on the 13 New Testament letters traditionally attributed to
Paul. The prophets and Paul are continually calling hearers and readers back to their God and to a sense of who they are as a
people "set apart." Daily reading assignments are designed to establish the historical context of the Prophets and of Paul.
Readers will encounter "The Word of the Lord," with comments on Scripture and amplification of meaning, as well as "Marks of
Obedient Community," which identifies beliefs, attitudes, and actions of the obeying community. "Marks" is the faith response
to "Our Human Condition." "Marks" is the faith response to "Our Human Condition." 1

Classes meet for a total of 24 weeks, studying the Prophets and the letters traditionally attributed to
Paul for 12 sessions each. Preparation is manageable, with 3–5 chapters of the Bible to read each day.
To
learn
more
you
may
watch
a
video
at
the
Cokesbury
website:
https://www.cokesbury.com/9781501859571-Disciple-Fast-Track-Remember-Who-You-ArePlanning-Kit.

If you are interested, please contact Carolyn Nelson at nelsonjnc65@gmail or call
the church office at 663-2230.
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NEW PROJECT

The trustees have been working on
a new project in front of the
church. A new ramp and walkway
with railing (coming soon) and
stonework was installed this past
week. This addition will improve
our access into the building. Many
thanks go to Jim Sloop and Bill
Goss for coming to the church
frequently
to
oversee
this
undertaking. Thank you to all of
the Trustees for the wonderful
contributions they make to support
the Ministry of Dahlgren UMC.
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Financial Update
AUGUST 2020
General Fund Giving: $24,310.81
Expenses:

$25,415.53

General Fund Monthly Goal:
$28,322.00

WAYS
DONATE
TO given for
**These amounts
doTO
not
reflect gifts
missions, mortgages
or any
other designated
DAHLGREN
UNITED
funds.
METHODIST CHURCH

Mail to P.O. Box
1797 Dahlgren, VA
22448 or directly in
offering box at back
of sanctuary

DUMC Website
(dahlgrenumc.org)
click on “Donate”
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Donor arranged
through
personal on-line
banking

