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OCTOBER 2020
Needed: An Undaunting Spirit
“Make your light shine, so that others will see the good that you do and will praise
your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16 – Contemporary English Version)

The story is still told to entry students at the College of William & Mary about the
undaunting spirit of its 16th President, Benjamin Ewell (1854-1888). For a century
and a half, the prestigious Virginia school had been leader among American
universities. Then came the Civil War. In the difficult days of reconstruction that
followed, William & Mary finally closed due to bankruptcy. Its campus was
deserted, and it was not long before its historic buildings began to show signs of
decay.
As with many Southern schools after the war, it was written off as a dead relic of
the past, never to see another student again. Everyone had given up on it
reopening. Everyone, that is except President Ewell. He had given the best years
of his life to advancing liberal arts through the school.
Ewell refused to give up. So, every morning, he entered the deserted campus,
climbed the tower of its main building, and rang the bells, calling students to class
as if the school were still open.
The people of Williamsburg thought he had gone mad. Nevertheless, each day for
seven years, President Ewell rang those bells at William & Mary in defiance of the
hopelessness that threatened to destroy everything he held valuable. Finally, in
1888 at the age of 71, inspired by the story of Ewell’s persistence, the Virginia
General Assembly passed a bill appropriating $10,000 to reopen the school. It was
not long after that William & Mary was bustling with campus life again.
America’s second oldest university was resurrected, because of the undying hope
of a single man.
I have thought of Ewell’s story often since our church was required to alter
operations considerably on March 15. Ewell’s is a beautiful story of persistence
and the power of an undaunting, dedicated spirit.
(continued on next page)
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I commend this story to you for reflection as we begin the last quarter of this year. This is the time we are called
upon to take stock of where we are, who can be counted on to serve, and the investment we will make toward
the future, by use of our time, talents and gifts.
Although we certainly do not face the dire times and
harsh circumstances of Benjamin Ewell, current
reality forces us to accept that it will be quite some
time before our fellowship will resemble life as it
was prior to the coronavirus pandemic. This makes
it all the more important to pray that the people of
Dahlgren UMC will, with God’s help, maintain an
undaunting spirit of hopefulness.
Finally, thanks to all you bell ringers out there. In the
eyes of others, you may be viewed as crazy as Ewell.
But you will certainly be rewarded as well.
Please stay safe! Hope to see you soon.

Pastor Tom
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From Pastor Tom The theme for worship in October will be “Pressing On” based on Philippians 3:14:
“I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.”
These days we are being overwhelmed with changes, overrun with failures, and overruled by
objections. Unless we are completely detached from the world, life is experienced as an uphill
climb. Yet, we are called to press on. Add to the tension that In October the church begins its last
quarter of the year. During this time, we are called upon to look back and take stock of how we
are doing staying “on vision”. There are many tasks to perform to prepare for the year to come.
These tasks can be exhausting for a church. We are called to press on. Lest we forget, “Pressing
on” as we begin this last quarter is not about checking off any to-do list. Sometimes we forget who
we are as God’s people in our task-oriented approach. Yes, there are tasks to perform; yes, there
is a lot of doing involved; but our doing is about growing together as the body of Christ in fulfilling
His mission. We are called to pay attention to who we are in Him while engaging in what we do.
October provides an opportunity to be reminded that “Pressing On” in the true since as the church
is about focusing on being in Christ as we consider our doing.
OCTOBER 4
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
Message: “That I may Gain Christ”
Lesson: Philippians 3:4b-14
OCTOBER 11
Message: “Think on These Things”
Lesson: Philippians 4:1-9
OCTOBER 18
LAITY SUNDAY
Call to Worship: Psalm 96: 1-13
Message: “Change is Good” (April Getty)
Lesson: John 3:1-17
OCTOBER 25
REFORMATION SUNDAY
Call to Worship: Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
“On These Two Commandments”
Lesson: Matthew 22:34-46
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DUMC FINANCIAL UPDATE
The Coronavirus has brought us some
trying and uncertain times. We have
experienced reduced giving during this
trying time.
We appreciate your continued support
through donations as it is vital to meet
the rest of our current budget numbers
including enabling the mission team to
address urgent needs in the
community. Please see the current
numbers below:

September 2020 Finances as of 9/27/2020:
General Fund Giving - $18,002.60
September Expenses -

$26,191.58

General Fund Monthly Goal: $28,322.00
Please continue to give via mail or the church website and of course in the
offering box at the in-person services. The “Ways to Donate” information is on
the last page of this newsletter. Thank you for your support.

Charge Conference
The Charge Conference date for this year is Sunday,
November 15th at 4:00PM on ZOOM. Members of the
church council are voting members of the Charge
Conference. More information will be out closer to the date.
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IN-PERSON WORSHIP

We continue our in-person worship on Sundays with
one service at 10:00 AM. There is no Sunday
School, Nursery, or Children’s Church. Masks must
be worn, and social distancing must be maintained
at all times. All in attendance must agree to the
health acknowledgement each Sunday as you come
into the church. *Please remember to sign up on the
Signup Genius link provided each week or call or
email the office with your name and how many will you plan to have attending with you,
until further notice.
ONLINE WORSHIP
We also continue to have our Worship Service and a Children’s
message posted on Dahlgren United Methodist Church Facebook
page each week. A worship supplement is emailed out on Sunday
morning for you to follow along in Worship.

LIMITED CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The church office is now manned on Tuesday and Wednesdays
from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Pastor Tom continues to monitor the
COVID-19 situation and will offer guidance to leadership on current
changes. Rayeann continues to work from home during the time
the office is closed. To reach Rayeann regarding an administrative
matter, you may contact her at 540-903-6060. She will be
monitoring email as they come in from Church email (office@dahlgrenumc.org) and telephone
messages.
To reach Pastor Tom regarding a Pastoral matter, please call (540) 263-2238 or email
(tomlee@vaumc.org). May we trust God to watch over us and our households and keep us safe.
May His Spirit bring calm and wise counsel to all. May we be in constant prayer for each other
and the world, until this storm passes, and we enjoy clear skies again.
*REMINDER – IF YOU WANT TO SCHEDULE A MEETING OR BE IN THE BUILDING, PLEASE CALL
OR EMAIL THE OFFICE SO WE KNOW WHERE TO SANITIZE FOR EVERYONE’S PROTECTION.
THANK YOU.
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UPPER ROOM DAILY DEVOTIONAL
Upper Room Daily Devotionals for September /October are in the office. Please call 540-663-2230 and
leave a message, or email office@dahlgrenumc.org if you would like one. You can pick one up on
Tuesday or Wednesday during office hours, or we will gladly mail it to you.

DAHLGREN UMC YOUTH GROUP
The DUMC Youth will be having a Bonfire and Hot Dog
Roast on Sunday, October 11 th from 4:30 - 6:30 PM
at the church.
We ask that everyone bring a mask and observe social
distancing guidelines.
We look forward to seeing you and having a great time
together!
Please email Ms. Pattie at pattie.lee@chubb.com if you are
able to attend, so that we may plan accordingly.

To all the people of DUMC,
Having been a part of this church since 2006 and it is with some degree of sadness that we are
saying goodbye. We cherish the friendships and memories we have made through our shared
association in communion with all of you. It truly has been a pleasure to have been part of the
DUMC family. We are moving to North Carolina to start a new chapter in our lives and we pray that
we can find a church family as warm and welcoming as what we experienced here.
May God bless you all,
Ramona and Kevin Ritter
220 W. Sunset Ridge
Etowah, NC 28729
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TRUSTEE PROJECTS
The Trustees have been hard at work overseeing some wonderful additions to our church building.
The pictures below are of the finished wheelchair ramp and railing. They are also currently having
some new outdoor lighting placed in the parking lot. Thank you Trustees for your time and efforts!

MARS HILL YOUTH EVENT
Hello! It's been way too long! I hope you and your family are doing well. We are finally announcing our first
event since February and it is for EVERYONE, families and youth groups, all ages! The way God has moved
to make this event possible is already stirring up excitement! God is gonna do something BIG. He is still in
control! Here are all the event details. We really hope to see you there! Please pass the word.
To help us with social distancing and planning, we ask that everyone register on-line in advance to extent
possible. (Families and groups that arrive together will sit together.) Please note we cannot serve food, so
the program starts later than usual. Please eat before arrival and feel free to bring a snack. Water bottles
will be provided.

Sat. Oct 10th, 6-9pm

Oak Grove Baptist
8096 Leedstown Rd
Colonial Beach, VA 22443
A FREE Event for families, youth groups, all ages!
To help us plan for you, register here: REGISTRATION
Doors open at 5:30. Come early for sign-in.
Event Theme: "It's not about us. It's all about Him. "Psalms 46:10 - "Be still, and know that I am God"
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Financial Update
SEPTEMBER 2020

General Fund Giving:
$18,002.60
Expenses:
$26,191.58
General Fund Monthly Goal:
$28,322.00

amounts
do not reflect gifts
WAYS TO**These
DONATE
TO
given for missions, mortgages or any
DAHLGREN UNITED
other designated funds.
METHODIST CHURCH

Mail to P.O. Box
1797 Dahlgren, VA
22448 or directly in
offering box at back
of sanctuary

DUMC Website
(dahlgrenumc.org)
click on “Donate”
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Donor arranged
through
personal on-line
banking

