
  

A Pastoral Letter from the Office of Dahlgren UMC 

April 15, 2020 

 

Dear members and friends of Dahlgren UMC, 

  

Greetings in the name of our risen Lord! 

I trust you are well and doing your best to stay the course by continuing to follow Governor Northam’s 

stay at home directive.  As extreme as this order is, I strongly encourage you to keep in mind that 

doing so is the best way to show Christ’s love to help contain the spread of the Coronavirus, protect 

our community and lessen the strain on our healthcare system and emergency services. 

Last night, I received official word from Bishop Lewis that all in-person church services are to be 

suspended through June 10, 2020.  

One of the biggest challenges we face these days is combatting the toll of being isolated at home. 

This concern is very real for our senior members, but it is also one for each of us regardless of age or 

circumstances.  Many of us are having to work from home and are finding our workload has become 

more demanding.  None of us or our families are immune to the stress and threat of depression that 

living in these days can bring on.  I encourage each of you to be intentional about self-care, by 

maintaining a healthy balance between tending to responsibilities and routinely doing those things 

which feed your mind and soul.  I also encourage you to check in regularly with family, friends and 

neighbors.  

We will continue to post worship services on Sundays as well as a Bible Study on Thursdays at 10 

AM. Children’s Time videos will also continue to be posted weekly.  Each of these resources is 

available on our Church Homepage and Facebook page.  Our youth are currently in touch and are 

receiving encouragement by emails. Two of our adult Sunday School classes are currently meeting 

virtually via Zoom Meeting on Sunday mornings.  One class is forwarding a weekly lesson via 

email.  Even if you haven’t attended a class before, now is the time to plug in.  This is one way to stay 

connected to friends and to receive and offer needed love and support at this time.  For class offerings 

or other general information, please email the church office, and we will get back to you.  Although the 

Church Office remains closed, phone messages and emails continue to be monitored and followed 

up on in real-time.  

Church leaders are continuing to work to manage all necessary business.  Thankfully, due to the 

faithful generosity of members, all employees continue to be paid at this time. Several of you continue 

to call the congregation and communicate needs as they arise.   

Finally, if there is anything you need, your church is still here for you.  That hasn’t changed. We will 

do the best we can, given restrictions, to be of help.  Please do not hesitate to make your needs 

known.  We may be isolated, but that doesn’t mean our care is diminished.  We remain the Body of 

Christ, connected to one another by our faith and love.  God will surely see us through to brighter 

days.  Until this storm passes, let’s all be looking up to where our help comes from and stay in prayer 

for our church and our world. 

  

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Tom 


