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Grace and peace to you in Christ our Lord. May this message find you well.  
 

As we all continue to navigate the public health emergency brought on by the COVID-19 virus, Dahlgren UMC is working 

diligently to maintain the vital work of sharing the love of Christ.  Key leaders are working around the clock to stay up to date 

on information as it is received from the State of Virginia and the Virginia Conference. Volunteers from our mission team are 

checking in regularly with our older members, and those with health concerns, and are reaching out to the entire 

congregation.  With the given restriction of face-to-face meetings, our leaders are seeking new and creative ways to meet 

virtually, communicate, and to minister spiritually to the church and community.  

These times are anything but life as usual.  As we all are having to make significant life changes personally, to slow the 

spread of this virus, so is our church.  We hope all of the precautions and disruption this entails will result in protecting 

public health and minimizing the long-term physical, social and economic damage caused by this novel pathogen.  

Thanks to each of you for your understanding and for your willingness to do the right thing, during these complicated and 

confounding times. I know how hard this is.  It is difficult to see our church facility sit unnaturally quiet, when it should be a 

lively, vibrant place of social enrichment and ministry.  It is painful to imagine how many of us are feeling stranded, while 

separated from families and friends, unsure of what’s next.  It’s hard to see so many who just want to get back life, struggle 

through the upending of every regular rhythm of their daily lives.  It is heartbreaking to receive news of the impact upon 

businesses and employees from virtually every sector of society.    

But here is what we need to keep in mind:  We are a strong faith community; we care about each other; we are smart and 

innovative and faithful: and we trust that not only will God aid us in getting through this, we will be stronger on the other side.  

Let us rely on our faith in the Good Lord, seek his wisdom, and be calm and patient.  

Our policies and protocols are changing to adapt to quickly changing circumstances locally and nationally.  I assure you that 

we are focused on three critical priorities:  

• Protecting the health and welfare of Dahlgren UMC and our surrounding community, 

• Providing help to persons in need without putting our volunteers at risk, 

• Expanding our efforts to reach out with the message of hope that our God has given us to share. 
 

In closing, I commend to you the encouraging words of our Bishop, Sharma Lewis, from her most recent communication: 

“Ours is a faith that is built to shine in hard times.  We believe that now is the time for us to be the Church, for the sake of 

the world.  Now is the time to bear witness to the God who is able to make all things new, who redeems even the most 

desperate of situations, and whose grace is always sufficient.  Now is the time to let our light shine in the midst of the 

world’s despair, to bring healing in the midst of brokenness.” 

 

Thank you for your prayers and for continuing to support the work of your church at this time.  
 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Tom Lee 


