The decisions we make shape our lives. Our choice to get married or stay single, have
a child or more than one shape our lives. The career we choose, the jobs we take, the
jobs we quit, how much money we save and spend and give… all these decisions and
countless others shape who we are. Every decision-good or bad-has brought us to
where we are today. Every decision has shaped us. We can all look back on the good
choices we’ve made and be thankful. We can all look back on not so good choices we
have made and learned from.
As disciples of Jesus Christ we want to make decisions that are in line with God’s will.
That’s true of us in our personal lives if we desire to be faithful and it is certainly true in
the life of the church. We just assume a church should make decisions that are in line
with God’s will. But who makes those decisions, especially those decisions that impact
the church’s future? The answer to that question is not complicated. The church does.
Not one person, not one group. The church makes decisions that impact its future together. This is the model laid out in Acts 6 when the church was faced with its first
decision. They sought God together and they decided together.
Between now and the end of November Dahlgren United Methodist Church will be
seeking God’s will to make a decision that will determine our future as a church. Page
3 of this newsletter details some of the events planned by our vision team to involve the
congregation (you) in listening to God for direction about our church’s future.
The vision team is to guide a multiphase process of exploration to discern God’s
direction by facilitating discussions about our congregation’s identity, our internal
dynamics and the needs of our surrounding community. We will examine together our
church’s history, culture and values, our resources, strengths, needs and perceptions
as well as the needs and trends of our community - our mission field. After the vision
team has gathered all data and input from our discussions, the vision team will report
the major clues discovered that point to where God is leading us. In the final phase we
will decide together where God is leading us as a congregation in light of our mission
and purpose, given the clues we discover.
It’s time to get excited! I think it is safe to say that God is excited for us as we seek Him
together. It’s time to pray and commit ourselves to the task of listening to God and one
another and being open to dreaming the dreams God dreams for us as His people, as
His church. Please mark your calendars and reserve the dates outlined on page 3.
Your participation is vital, and I assure you it will be fun!
Grace and Peace to each of you,

PS. Please note NEW SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 2 on page 3.

Thomas G. Lee, Sr.,
Pastor
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Monday -Thursday
8:30 AM – 3:30 PM

Announcements
GAME NIGHT
Friday, August 10 from 6 - 8 PM. Plan now to come out for a night of fun and fellowship in a casual setting. A
movie room will be set up for ages 10 and under. Even if you don’t care to play games, come and just relax and
talk. Snacks are not provided but please feel free to bring something along to share.
SPECIAL CHILDREN’S WORSHIP
During the 11:00 AM Worship Service on Sunday, August 19, 2018, the children
of our church will be taking on some leadership roles, singing, and playing
instruments as a Celebration of Kids! We are very blessed here at DUMC so
have many children who regularly attend church, and this day is to celebrate
them and be thankful for their important contributions to our Church Family. We
will also be doing a BLESSING OF BACKPACKS during this service, so KIDS
bring your school backpack to church!
CHURCH PICNIC
Mark your calendar now! Dale and Melody Craig will once again host the Church
Picnic on SUNDAY, AUGUST 19th from 2:00PM – 5:00PM at their home 16194
Brickhouse Road (off Rt. 218). Everyone is invited. Please bring a large dish to share
and a chair for sitting. Plan now to come and join in this wonderful day of food, fun
and fellowship! For directions please call the church office at 663-2230.
DAHLGREN/TRINITY UMC SOFTBALL TEAM 2018 SCHEDULE
Thursday, Aug. 2 - vs. Shiloh on Field B at 6 PM (note earlier start time)
Make-up game - Thursday, Aug. 9 - vs. Grace on Field A at 6 PM (note earlier start time)
Come for pre-game practice at 5:30 PM. All games played at Barnesfield Park.
LADIES FELLOWSHIP
Our next Fellowship meeting date will be Friday, August 17th. The plan is to meet for dinner at the new IHOP in
Dahlgren. Time TBA. Please let Carolyn know at ncmshort@gmail.com if you plan to attend.
MISSION TEAM MONTHLY FOCUS

Missionary Clara Biswas and Volunteers in Mission
RESTORE AND REPAIR
DUMC is organizing a congregation team to provide house repair and restoration
services for families in need. Its purpose will be to provide basic carpentry, electrical,
and plumbing assistance for needy families in the local area. The goal is to identify
and undertake an initial project this summer. If you have skills or are interested in
helping, please call the church office.
IN THE SPOTLIGHT
The purpose of our Spotlight Board is so we can learn more about the
members and guests of the DUMC Family. Please take a moment to check out the bulletin board in the
hallway leading to the Social Hall for our featured person of the week on the “Meet you
Brother/Sister in Christ” board. If you would like to be featured in an upcoming display,
please email Pam at dcpdirector@gmail.com.
FOOD CHEST
DUMC is making great progress toward our goal of 3,000 lbs. for the King George Social Services Food
Chest. Donated food is brought to the food chest in the atrium and taken to KGSS regularly. Please ensure your
donations have not expired or food has not been opened or compromised. It must be disposed of if this occurs.
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NOTICE!
SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE CHANGES COMING SEPTEMBER 2ND
Church Council unanimously approved on July 11, 2018 to accept the
recommendations from the Worship Committees to adjust the Worship
Time Schedule. Beginning September 2, 2018, the Sunday morning
schedule will be as follows:
8:30 - 9:30 AM - Contemporary Service
9:45 - 10:45 AM - Sunday School
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM - Traditional Service
Fellowship opportunities will be available immediately following the first
service and preceding the second service. Beverage service will be
provided during these times.
We believe this change will enable the greatest opportunity for those willing to serve as teachers. Our
greatest need is to fully staff our Sunday School ministry. If you are willing to teach or lead in this
capacity, please contact the Church office. We continue to seek stewardship and vitality. Please pray
for our church to discern God’s direction in this effort.

Finding Our Way Forward – Mark Your Calendars!
The Visioning Team will be hosting events on September 22, 2018 and November 3, 2018 to engage the
congregation as we seek God’s guidance on defining the Vision for Dahlgren United Methodist Church.
On September 22, from 9 AM – 2:30 PM, we will focus on our Congregational Identity. This event will include a
Cultural Scavenger Hunt, a walk down memory lane with a History Timeline, and a discussion centered on our
Congregation’s Core Values.
On November 3, from 9 AM – 2:45 PM, we will focus on our Internal and External Context. This event will include
a Congregational Needs Discussion and Gallery Walk, a discussion of our Congregational Strengths, a
Neighborhood Walk and Community Mapping.
Don’t miss out on the fun…and the chance to help us discern God’s future for our church. All ages are invited to
participate. Lunch and Child Care will be provided.
If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Tom Lee or June Drake. We hope to see you there!

He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion…” Philippians 1:6b
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Great News DUMC!!!!
The Boy Scouts will be hosting a Spaghetti Dinner at DUMC on
Wednesday, August 22nd between the hours of 4:00 to 7:00 PM. Please
come out and enjoy a great meal and fellowship. The only cost is a Donation
to support SFS. Please invite your neighbors and friends! This is a great way
to get our church family and community together for a great cause!
MORE ABOUT STAFFORD FOOD SECURITY, INC.
Who We Are
We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation comprised of Stafford County and the surround area residents who
battle food insecurity in our community. Working with churches, schools, and other non-profits in the region we
seek to strategically eliminate hunger in children.
What We Do
Our first endeavor is a childhood backpack meal program with local elementary schools.
We collect shelf stable food and pack meals for a family of 4 in non-descript backpacks
(matched to school colors) for children to take home to feed their families dinner that night.
Teachers identify food insecure children in the classroom and distribute backpacks to
those in need. We collect no personal data on the recipients. There are no income
requirements. If a teacher deems the child in need, the child goes home with food. All we
need to know is how many backpacks are distributed in a given week, so we can bring
more as needed.
We currently support Stafford County Public Schools: Anne Moncure, Conway, Falmouth, Ferry Farm,
Garrisonville, Grafton Village, Hampton Oaks, Hartwood, Kate Waller Barret, Margaret Brent, Park Ridge, Rocky
Run, Rockhill, Stafford, and Winding Creek Elementary Schools, as well as A.G. Wright, Dixon-Smith, Drew,
Gayle, Heim, H.H. Poole Rodney Thompson, and Stafford Middle Schools. We also serve Brooke Point, Colonial
Forge, North Stafford, and Stafford High Schools!
In 2018 we expanded our service area to include Spotsylvania County. We currently support Berkeley, Cedar
Forest, Harrison Road, Lee Hill, Livingston, Parkside, Robert E. Lee, Salem, and Spotswood Elementary
schools. 2018 also saw us enter the Fredericksburg City Schools, where we now support Lafayette Elementary
and Walker Grant Middle Schools.
In May of 2018 we entered King George County schools which includes all Elementary schools as well as the
Middle and High School. We will be adding more schools soon! If we are not in your school, please have your
school principal or guidance counselor contact us, and we will happily meet with them to discuss how to bring
them the program.
Summer Meals
Stafford Food Security also partners with local organizations to provide nutritious meals
to students during the summer as a lunch program. In an effort to expand our reach to
families in need we now partner with Stafford County Sheriff’s Office. Our backpack meals
are now stocked in patrol cars, ready to be distributed to families when deputies see a
need.
We use collected funds to support these existing programs and create new ones. Our
objective is a cohesive, nested, collaborative strategy to feed children without waste and
duplication of effort.
Community Funded and Operated
Our enterprise is funded solely through donations from churches, businesses, and generous individuals. We
partner with local youth groups, businesses, booster clubs, churches, and schools to collect and fill our backpacks.
Every dollar we collect goes to feed a hungry child in all of these communities.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT HERE AT DAHLGREN UMC!
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Coming This Fall
NEW WEDNESDAY NIGHT CHURCH EVENT
Coming this fall! We will be starting a Wednesday night dinner and hour-long church event for children ages
4-10 accompanied by a young adult / adult beginners survey of the bible class taught by Pastor Tom. Beginning
on Wednesday, Sept. 5 from 5:30-6:00 PM (dinner) 6:00-7:00 PM (classes). More information to come.

Little Lambs Dates
2018-2019
Sep. 7
Jan. 4
Oct. 5
Feb. 1
Nov. 2
Mar. 1
Dec. 7
Apr. 5
May 3

Little Lambs
Bible Story & Art Time
This is a “parent & me” style group for ages 0-5 years that meets once a month
at Dahlgren United Methodist Church from 10 AM – 12 Noon on the first Friday
of the month. We read a Bible story, have a snack, do art projects related to
the story, and allow for some fun playtime for the kids while the adults have a
chance to chat. This program is free of charge and you may call the church
office for more information at 663-2230 or email dumclittlelambs@yahoo.com.

Please bring a friend, too!
LADIES FELLOWSHIP TEA
Our Fellowship Tea will be Saturday, September on the 15th at 2:00 PM in the Social Hall. We can use
volunteers to help with this event. Please contact Carolyn at ncmshort@gmail.com if you can help.
CHARGE CONFERENCE AND DISTRICT CONFERENCE 2018
OCTOBER 28, 2018 AT WRIGHT’S CHAPEL UMC 2:30 - 4:00PM

Bible Study and Fellowship Opportunities
Weekly Offerings
Monday Morning Prayer - Meets Monday mornings from 7:00-7:30 AM. Start your week off right!
Tuesday Men’s Bible Study - Meets on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 AM upstairs at the church.
Thursday Prayer Meeting - Meets on Thursdays at 11:30 AM in the sanctuary.
Thursday Bible Study –Meets at 2:15 PM in the Belle House.
Children's Offerings – Beginning Sept. 2, 2018
Elementary Sunday School - (Pre-K -5th grade) Beginning Sept. 2 classes will begin at 9:45 AM and Children’s Church occurs
during the 11:00 AM service. We lead children to experience God through Bible study lessons, positive peer relations, prayer, fun
Christian activities, and Christian music so they may come to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior!
Middle School & High School - (6th -12th) Beginning Sept. 2 classes will begin at 9:45 AM. We lead our Youth to experience God
through Bible study lessons, positive peer relations, prayer, and other activities so they may come to know Jesus as their Lord and
Savior!
Adult Sunday School Offerings – Beginning Sept. 2, 2018
Faith Builders meets in the small alcove to the left at back of Social Hall at 9:45 AM with a Bible study and discussion format.
The Seekers Sunday School Class is an adult Bible study discussion class using the Uniform Series International Bible Lessons.
Come seek and learn through this thoughtful and rewarding Bible study series. Meets at 9:45 AM at the Belle House.
The Christian Studies Sunday School (CSSS) Meets at 9:45 AM in room The back of the Sanctuary
“Swedish” Bible Study is a spirit-lead way of studying the Bible. Meets at 9:45 AM in the Social Hall.
New Adult Sunday School Class – Meets at 9:45 AM in Room 14 (Door to the left in the Atrium)
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Minding Health Matters: Caring for God’s Temple
August, summer’s hazy, crazy, lazy days’ last hurrah. I know because the days are subtly getting shorter, the weather is hot and
humid and –gasp- school looms right around the corner. The stores are filled with school supplies - starting to sell out. Where did
the time go!?
I am of a generation where school didn’t start until after Labor Day, so this early return just doesn’t sit
well. August was a lax time with flimsy schedules, sprinklers, and drive-in movies.
School with its strict time schedule changes the lazy. With a bit of proactive creative planning one
can prevent the crazy, hazy, we are stuck with.
First, it is time to counter the two summer “lates”; Late to rise and late to sleep which are about to
come to an abrupt halt. That word ABRUPT is the problem. Planning ahead can help with this
unpopular transition and the time to start is NOW! Gradually bringing in a ‘better’ sleep schedule will
help. Starting with changes in 15-minute increments every 2-3 days will make the transition easier. Bed time routines with more
slow -- no ‘blue light specials’ can help. Playing card or board games, reading or sharing thoughts about the day’s highlights help
to refocus attention, interaction, and quieting down. It has been proven that using electronic devices with blue spectrum lighting
can interfere with sleep cycles. More and more we are being reminded that inadequate sleep affects our mind, health, and body.
Secondly, think about organizing clothing. Checking for things that fit, that are appropriate, and are still liked before heading out
for back to school clothes shopping (If they don’t like it, kids won’t wear it). Play a ‘game’ of mixing and matching items.
How about those fore mentioned school supplies? Little is left to guess work with teacher/grade issued lists. When I was a kid –I
know back in the stone age—our big creative activity was making covers for our books. The supplies then consisted of pens, pencils,
a ruler and a protractor (for making circle designs)! Organizing supplies in one place –a shoebox, plastic box, or drawer—so they
don’t have to be searched for each night—saves time, frustration and extra purchases.
While starting a new school year is exciting, it can also be daunting and anxiety producing. A visit to a new school, touring the
building and maybe meeting the teacher(s) can ease those jitters. Even a dry run (practice morning) could get everyone ‘tuned up’.
How about health maintenance? Schedule those sport physicals, eye checks, dental checks, and haircuts. Encourage good bathing
practices, too.
And while we are thinking about it; back to school safety is important including walking or driving to school; can be practiced as
well. It’s not rocket science—just a bit of an easy slide back into a more formal schedule-- taking good care of our kids—God’s
smaller temples.

Practical Praying for the Hands – On Heart
According to a satellite monitoring the topography of the earth, the 2015 earthquake in Nepal (it was a 7.8 on the Richter scale)
moved Mt. Everest one inch to the southwest. That 9.0 earthquake in Japan in 2011, moved the main island by 8 feet (e.i.g.h.t
FEET), and shifted the earth on its axis. These are all huge happenings, but none of them appears to have affected many of us in
any directly personal way, have they?
I’m not sure what all of this has to do with Practical Praying for the Hands-On Heart, unless as a reminder that God is still dynamically
at work here and now. Just like this, for instance: something amazing, unexpected, prayed for with hope but not necessarily waited
for with any sense of anticipation – came to pass for me this week.
I’ve written before about feeling like I live my life at Dulles Airport – with all its noisy chatter of incoming flights, outgoing flights, gate
calls, cancellations, unhappy children, really unhappy grown-ups. In recent years the chatter has changed up into a cacophony of
critical voices full of YOU SHOULD HAVE, YOU SHOULDN’T HAVE, and every other form of derision designed with me specifically
in mind. On several occasions I have toyed with the idea of taking my life. Anything that would shut those voices off.
About 45 years ago, those voices began consciously disturbing me. At the same time my Bible began attracting me. The voices
interfered with my ability to recall what I was reading. A verse that was speaking to me today, would be lost to me by tomorrow. After
talking with God about this, He intervened in my behalf. [The Bible as a whole book overwhelmed me. There are so many 365-day
reading plans or devotional studies to help anyone like me. One-day-at-a-time is a way to stick your toe in.]
Now, fast-forward 45 years to a day earlier this week: nothing I read, said, did, anything, could
dislodge the voices that had reached a fever-pitch, and then – and then(!) it was like an Emmaus
moment: Jesus Himself drew near. He seemed to be right beside me, very close and crystal clear:
“Sharon, all these condemning voices have come from others who ARE JUST AS BROKEN AS
YOU ARE!” Guys – there was just immediate silence. Stillness. Mt. Everest may have moved an
inch to the southwest. But my mountain was lifted off and thrown into the sea.
Grace and peace from God who loves you and me so much
that He is patient and gentle and kind
to do whatever it takes to enfold us in His plans and purposes!
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Sharon Sanford

AUGUST 2018
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
2

3

4

11:30 AM -Prayer
Group

Offices Closed

Offices Closed
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Church Cleaning

8
6
7
3:30 – 7:00 PM DCP
Offices Closed
7:00 AM Monday Morning 10:00 AM Men's
Orientation
9:30 AM Contemporary
Prayer Group
Group
Worship & SS
10:30 AM Fellowship in Social
Hall
1:00 PM Care Cards
11:00 AM Traditional Worship
& SS

12

13

14

Offices Closed
9:30 AM Contemporary
Worship & SS
10:30 AM Fellowship in Social
Hall
11:00 AM Traditional Worship
& SS

7:00 AM - 7:30 AM
Monday Morning Prayer
Group

FIRST DAY OF
DCP

8:30 AM – 3:30 PM
Church Office Hours:
7:00 PM – DCP Meeting

2:15 PM – Bible
Study at Belle House 8:00 AM -12 Noon
Sheep’s Pen Open
5:30 PM Softball @
Barnesfield B -game
at 6:00 PM

9
11:30 AM Prayer
Group

20

Offices Closed
7:00 AM - 7:30 AM
9:30 AM Contemporary
Monday Morning Prayer
Worship & SS
Group
10:30 AM Fellowship in Social
Hall
11:00 AM - Special
Children’s Service with
Traditional Worship

11

Offices Closed

Offices Closed
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Church Cleaning
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM
Praise Band Practice

7:00 PM Church
Council

15

16

17

18

11:30 AM Prayer
Group

Offices Closed

Offices Closed
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Church Cleaning

6:00-8:00 PM
Game Night

8:00 AM -12 Noon
Sheep’s Pen Open
2:15 PM – Bible
Study at Belle House
7:00 PM
Vision Committee

21

10

2:15 PM – Bible
Study at Belle House

22

10:00 AM Men's
Group

4:00-7:00 PM
1:00 PM Care Cards SFS Spaghetti

Dinner in Social
Hall

23

24

25

11:30 AM Prayer
Group

Offices Closed

Offices Closed
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Church Cleaning

2:15 PM – Bible
Study at Belle House

9:30 AM - 11:00 AM
Praise Band Practice

7:00 PM Boy Scouts

4:00-5:30 PM Youth
Fellowship & SS

7:00 PM SPRC

2:00-5:00 PM Church Picnic

at Craig’s Home

26

27

Offices Closed
7:00 AM - 7:30 AM
9:30 AM Contemporary
Monday Morning Prayer
Worship & SS
Group
10:30 AM Fellowship in Social
Hall
11:00 AM Traditional Worship
& SS

28

29

30

31

10:00 AM Men's
Group

11:30 AM Prayer
Group

Offices Closed

1:00 PM Care Cards

2:15 PM – Bible
Study at Belle House

7:00 PM Boy Scouts
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9:30 AM - 11:00 AM
Praise Band Practice

6:00 PM – Ladies
Fellowship at IHOP
in Dahlgren

7:00 PM Boy Scouts

19

9:30 AM - 11:00 AM
Praise Band Practice

5:30 PM Softball @
Barnesfield A –
game at 6:00 PM
Make-up game

10:00 AM Men's
Group
1:00 PM Care Cards

5:00 PM – Finance

Saturday

9 AM - 4 PM
DCP Teacher
Workday

5

7:00 PM Boy Scouts

Friday

1

7:00 PM – Trustees
7:00 PM- Mission

4:00-5:30 PM Youth
Fellowship

Thursday

The Back Page
AUGUST

Greeter & Usher
9:30AM

Greeter
11:00AM

Usher
11:00AM

Liturgist
11:00AM

FLOWERS

5

Janice Shelton

Pam Engel

Maggie McDaniel
& Lisa Wagner

Dick Post

Communion

12

Janice Shelton

Denise
Ramsbotham

Larry & Susan
Bartyczak

John Nelson

Lisa Wagner

19

Janice Shelton

Maggie
McDaniel &
Youth Greeter

Wyatt Engel &
Lauren Bartyczak
with Pam Engel

Claire Collings

Janice Shelton

26

Janice Shelton

Kerry Dachos

Larry & Jan
Leonhardt

Ed Walseman

Grossen Family

Financial Update
AUGUST 2018

July General Fund Giving Total:

$30,091

General Fund Monthly Goal:

$29,294

**These amounts do not reflect gifts given for
missions, mortgages or any other designated
funds.

WAYS TO DONATE TO DAHLGREN UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

Collection box to the
right of the Sanctuary
entrance

DUMC Website
(dahlgrenumc.org)
click on “Donate”

8

Donor arranged
through personal
on-line banking

