RESISTING ENMITY - Thoughts for Independence Day
“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.” Romans 12:18
It doesn’t take a political science major, or a sociologist to sense that our country is in trouble.
As we observe our two hundred and forty-second year there is considerable tension and
division in the air. I don’t recall in my lifetime a period flooded with argument and
disagreement over so many facets of life. We are continually exposed to disagreements on
everything from climate change, to government-run surveillance, to racial equality, to gun
control, to marriage, to immigration, to statues and street names, to tax reform, to health
care, to military spending, to reproductive rights, to the gender pay gap - to mention a few.
We witness persons stubbornly clinging to opinions and beliefs about what they consider
right and wrong.
The thing about opinions is that not all are well informed. Well informed opinions require
work. It’s much easier to let someone do that part for us, so we can just follow where they
lead. At best, we make use of our understanding of the Biblical witness, our experience and
observation of life and of people, and the brain God gave us to inform us. At best, we strive
to engage in respectful dialogue to address our differences and to move forward. Such used
to be considered the ideal path to genuine community in nation, church and family in
America. These days, not so much. We appear to be adopting the utterly false notion that
civility is no longer required.
I don’t want to accept it, but, like a growing number of people I occupy my space with,
including many of you, it appears that America is seriously broken. I am not convinced that
our brokenness is due to who occupies or does not occupy the White House or the halls of
Congress. I am not convinced that America is broken due to serious disagreement on a
variety of issues. No, I may be wrong, but it appears to me our brokenness is due in larger
part to a decline in basic human decency.
From the beginning, up until relatively recently in our nation’s story, diversity has served as
the catalyst for the betterment of society. Today angry voices are uniting with increased
volume and in growing numbers, persons are demonstrating the firm belief that individual
perspective justifies the right to view others as unworthy of consideration or value. Our
brokenness manifests itself not so much in differences of opinion, as in the way persons
react to persons who hold opposing views and beliefs. What I find most alarming is the rise
of entrenched, unapologetic irrational hatred… the stuff of enmity and war.
As we celebrate another year of freedom and independence as a nation, we would do well
to remember how a band of dreamers were willing to risk forfeiting honor, property and
family, to pass down what we enjoy of life in America today. We would also do well to
remember what a very wise and good man once said, “If a kingdom is divided against itself,
that kingdom cannot stand” (Mark3:24).
Happy 4th!
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Announcements
JULY SERMON TOPICS AND SCRIPTURES
The Christian life is a journey involving stages of growth and change. Sometimes we get stuck in our
development and wonder why. Throughout the month of July pastor Tom will be offering the following
messages addressing the topic of keys to progress in Christian maturity.
July 1: “Praying When you Don't Feel Like it” - Jeremiah 20
July 8: “For Love of the Word” - Psalm 19:7-14
July 15: “When Trials Come” – Genesis 49:20-50:28
July 22: “Forgive me Father, For I have Sinned” - Luke 11:1-4
July 29: “Attitude Adjustment” – Philippians 5:2-11
“He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion…” Philippians 1:6b

DAHLGREN/TRINITY UMC SOFTBALL TEAM 2018 SCHEDULE
Tuesday, July 3 - vs. Grace on Field A
Thursday, July 5 - vs. Shiloh on Field B
Tuesday, July 10 - vs. Round Hill on Field A
Thursday, July 19 - vs. Lifepoint 1 on Field A
Thursday, July 26 - vs. Grace on Field B
Thursday, Aug. 2 - vs. Shiloh on Field B at 6 p.m. (note earlier start time)
Come for pre-game practice at 5:30 PM. All games played at Barnesfield Park and start at 6:30 PM.
GAME NIGHT
Friday, July 13 from 6 -8 PM. Plan now to come out for a night of fun and
fellowship in a casual setting. A movie room will be set up for ages 10 and
under. Even if you don’t care to play games, come and just relax and talk.
Snacks are not provided but please feel free to bring something along to
share.
LADIES GROUP NIGHT OUT
Join us at the church on Friday, July 20th at 7:00 PM for a fun and fellowship time with the Ladies of our
church family. We will be enjoying some simple bottle painting with Rayeann. Please RSVP to the church
office if you plan on attending so we can prepare enough supplies. You may also email Carolyn Short at
ncmshort@gmail.com.
THURMAN BRISBEN SHELTER DINNER
We will once again be serving dinner at the Thurman Brisben Shelter in Fredericksburg on Friday, July 27,
2018. Preparations begin at 4:00 PM. Please call or e-mail Kerry Dachos at kambear@hotmail.com or 540775-7633

FOOD CHEST
DUMC is making great progress toward our goal of 3,000 lbs. for the
King George Social Services Food Chest. We are more than half way
there with 1,833 lbs. to date. Donated food is brought to the food chest
in the atrium and taken to KGSS regularly. Please ensure your
donations have not expired or food has not been opened or
compromised. It must be disposed of if this occurs.
PRAYER CHAIN
Did you know that DUMC has an email prayer chain? If you are interested in receiving (or requesting)
prayer requests via email, please send your email address to dumcprayerchain@yahoo.com, and you
will be added. If you have any questions regarding the prayer chain, please feel free to email me at said
address. Blessings, Jackie Kunstmann
HELP WANTED
DUMC has an Outreach Ministry of sending cards to those for whom prayer has been requested. Very few
are local addresses. If you want a card sent from the church, please provide and address along with your
prayer request. Here are the options for doing that:
 Write it on the back of your prayer request card
 Send to the church office via e-mail (Office@dahlgrenumc.org)
 Call the Office: 540 -663-2230
 Drop it by the Office during the week (9 AM - 2 PM) summer hours
MISSION TEAM MONTHLY FOCUS

Missionary Clara Biswas and Volunteers in Mission
RESTORE AND REPAIR
DUMC is organizing a congregation team to provide house repair and restoration services for families in
need. Its purpose will be to provide basic carpentry, electrical, and plumbing assistance for needy families in
the local area. The goal is to identify and undertake an initial project this summer. If you have skills or are
interested in helping, please contact Steve Boyle -540-663-2810 or kelburn07@gmail.com.

CHURCH PICNIC COMING IN AUGUST
Mark your calendar now! Dale and Melody Craig will once again host the Church Picnic on SUNDAY,
AUGUST 19th from 2:00PM – 5:00PM at their home 16194 Brickhouse Road (off Rt. 218). Everyone is invited.
Please bring a large dish to share and a chair for sitting. Plan now to come and join in this wonderful day of
food, fun and fellowship! For directions please call the church office at 663-2230.
SPECIAL CHILDREN’S WORSHIP
During the 11:00 AM Worship Service on Sunday, August 19, 2018, the children of our church will be taking
on some leadership roles, singing, and playing instruments as a Celebration of Kids! We are very blessed
here at DUMC so have many children who regularly attend church, and this day is to celebrate them and be
thankful for their important contributions to our Church Family. We will also be doing a BLESSING OF
BACKPACKS during this service, so KIDS bring your school backpack to church!

Prayer Warriors
As announced last month DUMC has chartered a Visioning Team to help facilitate the congregation in
discerning God’s vision for our church. In support of this effort there is a group of us (currently 5) that are
engaged as prayer warriors in support of the Visioning team’s efforts.
Although the phrase “prayer warrior” is not found in Scripture, a prayer warrior is generally thought of as a
Christian who prays continually and effectively for others in the manner of praying taught in Scripture.
Therefore, prayer warriors pray to Father God (Matthew 6:9) in the power of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 3:16;
Jude 1:20) and in the name of Jesus (John 14:13). To be a warrior in prayer is to engage in the spiritual
battle and fight the good fight of faith wearing the full armor of God and “pray[ing] in the Spirit on all occasions
with all kinds of prayers and requests” (Ephesians 6:10-18).
While all Christians are to be prayer warriors, there are some people who feel they have a special and unique
ability to pray and have been called by God to pray as their special ministry. The Bible never specifies certain
people who are to pray more often, more diligently, or more effectively than other Christians, but there are
diligent pray-ers who are known for their emphasis on prayer. If you feel led to be a Prayer Warrior with this
group, please contact Dirk Robinson at 540-842-0912 or dirksterathome@gmail.com.
IN THE SPOTLIGHT
The purpose of our Spotlight Board is so we can learn more about the members and guests of the DUMC
Family. Please take a moment to check out the bulletin board in the hallway leading to the Social Hall for our
featured person of the week on the “Meet you Brother/Sister in Christ” board. If you would like to be
featured in an upcoming display, please see Pam Engel or email at dcpdirector@gmail.com.

Coming This Fall
Little Lambs

Bible Story & Art Time
Little Lambs Dates
2018-2019
Sep.
Oct.
Nov.
Dec.

7
5
2
7

Jan. 4
Feb. 1
Mar. 1
Apr. 5
May 3

This is a “parent & me” style group for ages 0-5 years that meets
once a month at Dahlgren United Methodist Church from 10 AM –
12 Noon on the first Friday of the month. We read a Bible story,
have a snack, do art projects related to the story, and allow for
some fun playtime for the kids while the adults have a chance to
chat. This program is free of charge and you may call the church
office for more information at 663-2230 or email
dumclittlelambs@yahoo.com.
Please bring a friend, too!

CHARGE CONFERENCE AND DISTRICT CONFERENCE 2018
OCTOBER 28, 2018 AT WRIGHT’S CHAPEL UMC 2:30 -4:00PM
PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION
SPACE IS STILL AVAILABLE FOR OUR DCP CLASSES STARTING IN AUGUST.
PLEASE SHARE THIS WITH FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS. CALL PAM ENGEL
AT 540-220-3307 FOR ANY QUESTIONS OR REFERRALS.

with Gratitude and Thanks

DUMC Covenant Missionary, Clara Biswas, visited DUMC on June 10th
DUMC has a covenant relationship with Clara Biswas, a missionary working with the street children in
Cambodia. On June 10th, we were so excited to finally meet her in person. The children prepared by learning
about Cambodia, learning songs in Cambodian and English, and making a lovely welcome banner. The
banner included Cambodian Children’s Kites made by our children. They also held a “Red Cup” collection
to support her Street Children Ministry.
Her all-too-short visit started with a reception at the house of Tom and Julie Boucher. This gave the
congregation the opportunity to socialize with her in an informal setting. The Boucher’s were also hosting
her for the night.

The reception was followed by a pot-luck dinner at the
church that featured authentic Cambodian dishes
prepared by Mrs. Suon. There were also displays
of Cambodian artifacts presented by the Suon, Jones
and Ou families. Cambodian music provided by
Mr. Suon played during dinner.

Thanks for a Wonderful VBS
Vacation Bible School (June 18th -22nd) was a terrific success!! We had 84
participants, and in addition to that, 27 Middle School and High School students
who helped out, making a grand total of 111 kids registered this year! I can’t express my gratitude enough
to everyone who helped out, which included setting up before VBS, the week of VBS, and cleaning up after
VBS. I feel very blessed to have such terrific support from my church family! I am also very grateful to
everyone who donated food for the dinners and snacks, and other items for the crafts and games, or made
a monetary donation for VBS.
I want to say a special “Thank You” to the local businesses that supported us. Charlie Albarano at the
Sheetz across from the base B gate donated 65 cards for a free Made-To-Order drink and 65 cards for a
free fountain drink for all the volunteers, Amar Patel at the Subway located inside Walmart donated two 6’
subs that were served for dinner on Thursday night, and Brett Simmons at the Dahlgren Domino’s Pizza
gave us a great deal on 30 large pizzas that were served for dinner on Friday night. All of these
contributions helped us put on a fun-filled week of Vacation Bible School, complete with dinner each night
for the volunteers, the participants, and their families.
As we have done for the past several years, our VBS service project was a food collection contest and we
gathered 385 lbs. of non-perishable food for our local food bank!
Thanks again to everyone who was a part of this VBS. I’m looking forward to working with everyone again
next summer for VBS 2019!! - April Getty - Vacation Bible School Director

Bible Study and Fellowship Opportunities
Weekly Offerings
Daily Sanctuary Prayer – The sanctuary is open for prayer Monday-Thursday from 8:00AM-4:00PM.
Monday Morning Prayer - Meets Monday mornings from 7:00-7:30AM. Start your week off right!
Tuesday Men’s Bible Study - Meets on Tuesday mornings at 10:00AM upstairs at the church.
Thursday Prayer Meeting - Meets on Thursdays at 11:30AM in the sanctuary.
Thursday Bible Study – Begins meeting again September 6th at 2:15 PM in the Belle House.
Children's Offerings
Elementary Sunday school - (Pre-K -5th grade) during both services as well as Children’s Church during the 11:00AM service. We
lead children to experience God through Bible study lessons, positive peer relations, prayer, fun Christian activities, and Christian
music so they may come to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior!
Middle School & High School - (6th -12th) classes are available during both services. We lead children to experience God through
Bible study lessons, positive peer relations, prayer, fun Christian activities so they may come to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior!
Adult Sunday school Offerings
Faith Builders meets in the small alcove to the left at back of Social Hall at 9:30AM with a Bible study and discussion format.
The Seekers Sunday School Class is an adult Bible study discussion class using the Uniform Series International Bible Lessons.
Come seek and learn through this thoughtful and rewarding Bible study series. Meets at 9:30AM at the Belle House.
The Christian Studies Sunday School (CSSS) Meets at 9:30AM in room 14. (Classroom to the left in Atrium)
“Swedish” Bible Study is a spirit-lead way of studying the Bible. Meets at 11:00 AM in room 14. (Classroom to the left in Atrium)
"Come and see" (John 1:46 NIV) if one of our group offerings is right for you.
These are the backbone of faith formation at our church.

Practical Praying for the Hands – On Heart
Before Tom and I had kids (you know, when we were still clothed and in our right minds), we got tickets to
“Carmen” at Wolf Trap. While we were walking to our seats, we saw a gentleman standing behind a small
folding table, passing out librettos. As we approached him, he asked if we would like one. We both smiled and
said “Please” and then as he gave them to us, we said, “Thank you.” As we started to walk on, he came from
behind the table and asked to shake our hands because, he said, “You are the first people in years to thank
me.”
Although we both enjoyed the performance of “Carmen”, what we’ve recalled more often over the years is that
man behind the table.
After Bethany and Joshua were born, a friend at Oakland shared that when any of her children asked
permission to do something, regardless of whether her answer was Yes or No, she immediately thanked them
for asking.
Slowly the truth came to roost that the way we treated our children was how they were going to treat others.
For the average, everyday Christian, this is not necessarily good news.
God gently clobbered me with this knowledge very clearly the day I was changing our daughter’s diaper and I
noticed she was looking at me with a very DARK expression. I stopped, wondering how in the world could a
6-month old even make that face?! – and then realized that her face was a mirror of my own.
I had to start practicing, I mean PRACTICING, smiling at my children. When they toddled into the kitchen in
the mornings, I would turn to them with my dull eyes and brightest, sunny face, asking them “how are you
doing? I’m so glad you’re awake. You are such a joy to us! We love having you here!” (As someone who has
chronic depression, this was no mean feat.)
The practicing continued as we moved out into the “real” world. Whenever we stopped by McDonalds, for
instance, I asked the invisible person in the speaker, “May we have. . .” and then “Thanks!” when we received
our food. The practicing continued on the phone, making appointments. Whenever a server offered me
condiments, I would say, “No –but thank you for asking.”
Have you ever responded to, say, hospital employees and professional staff members that way? “Please,
thank-you, wow – thanks for asking!” (They work for the hospital and are due that respect and appreciation for
their services.)
In fact, whoever toddles across our path this day is who we practice the
blessing of kindness on. That guy at Wolf Trap is never far from my mind.
Thank the cashiers at Walmart, thank the fast-food associates, thank
whoever helps you online.
“Freely you have received; freely give.”
Yours could be the only thank-you they ever get.
Grace and peace and all kinds of stuff.

Matthew 10:8 (NIV)
Sharon Sanford
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Sunday
1

Monday
2

Offices Closed
7:00 AM Monday Morning
9:30 AM Contemporary
Prayer Group
Worship & SS
10:30 AM Fellowship in Social
Hall
11:00 AM Traditional Worship
& SS

Tuesday
3

Wednesday
4

10:00 AM Men's
Offices Closed
Group
1:00 PM Care Cards
6:00PM Softball @
Barnesfield A
7:00 PM Boy Scouts

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

5

6

7

11:30 AM Prayer
Group
6:00PM Softball @
Barnesfield B

Offices Closed

Offices Closed
Church Cleaning
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM
Praise Band
Practice

8:00 AM -12 Noon
Sheep’s Pen Open

This Photo

8

9

Offices Closed
9:30 AM Contemporary
Worship & SS
10:30 AM Fellowship in Social
Hall
11:00 AM Traditional Worship
& SS
4:00-5:30 PM Youth
Fellowship

7:00 AM Monday Morning 10:00 AM Men's
7:00 PM Church
Council
Prayer Group
Group
1:00 PM Care Cards
4:00 PM 2nd Service
6:00PM Softball @
Worship Meeting
Barnesfield A
7:00 PM Boy Scouts

15

16

17

Offices Closed

7:00 AM - 7:30 AM
Monday Morning Prayer
Group

10:00 AM Men's
7:00 PM
Vision Committee
Group
1:00 PM Care Cards

9:30 AM Contemporary
Worship & SS
10:30 AM Fellowship in Social
Hall
11:00 AM Traditional Worship
& SS
1:30 PM Grand Opening Love
Thy Neighbor @ Old Classy
Décor Bldg.

10

11

12

13

14

11:30 AM Prayer
Group

Offices Closed

Offices Closed
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Church Cleaning
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM
Praise Band
Practice

6:00-8:00 PM Game
5:00-9:00 PM
Night
Mars Hill @ Rapp
Church of Christ

18

19

20

21

11:30 AM Prayer
Group

Offices Closed

Offices Closed

8:00 AM -12 Noon
Sheep’s Pen Open
7:00 PM Boy Scouts

9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Church Cleaning
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM
Praise Band
Practice

6:00PM Softball @
Barnesfield A

7:00 PM Ladies
Night Out - Painting
craft @ the church.
RSVP to church
office if attending

26

27

28

11:30 AM Prayer
Group

Offices Closed

Offices Closed
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Church Cleaning
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM
Praise Band
Practice

4:00-5:30 PM Youth
Fellowship

22

23

24

Offices Closed

7:00 AM - 7:30 AM
Monday Morning Prayer
Group

10:00 AM Men's
7:00 PM SPRC
Group
1:00 PM Care Cards

9:30 AM Contemporary
Worship & SS
10:30 AM Fellowship in Social
Hall
11:00 AM Traditional Worship
4:00-5:30 PM Youth
Fellowship & SS

29

7:00 PM Boy Scouts

30

Offices Closed
7:00 AM - 7:30 AM
9:30 AM Contemporary
Monday Morning Prayer
Worship & SS
Group
10:30 AM Fellowship in Social
Hall
11:00 AM Traditional Worship
& SS

31
10:00 AM Men's
Group
1:00 PM Care Cards
7:00 PM Boy Scouts

25

6:00PM Softball @
Barnesfield B

4:00PM Thurman
Brisben Shelter

Community Events
GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION
On Sunday, July 15, 2018 you are cordially invited to the Grand Opening Celebration at “The Cottage” which
is part of the Love Thy Neighbor Community Center in the old Classic Décor building, 5769 James Madison
Parkway, King George. Please come and join the festivities and learn about this wonderful community project.
Special quests will be the King George County Board of Supervisors and the Economic Development Authority.
Schedule of Events is as follows:
1:45 PM: Ribbon cutting ceremony and Dedication by Bishop Scottie Jackson
2:00 – 4:00 PM – Music, food and family friendly activities
4:00 PM – Regular Schedule of Love Thy Neighbor Food pantry opens
They are also looking for volunteers to help with this event. If you are interested, please call Julie Carro at
540-775-2690 (Ext. 5)

17 O

God, You have taught me from my youth;
And to this day I declare Your wondrous works.
Psalm 71:17 New King James Version (NKJV)

MARS HILL ACTS 17
Mars Hill will meet on Saturday, July 14, 2018 from 5 – 9 PM at the Rappahannock
Church of Christ in Warsaw, VA. The address is 4324 Richmond Road, Warsaw,
VA 22572. This event is for youth 12 and up. Come early for registration at 4:30 PM.
This is a FREE Christian concert for youth with dinner, games, and youth
presentations. It includes the Mars Hill Band, guest music by One Day Remains,
and guest speaker Thomas Preston.
Adults: We always need volunteers for extra hands, prayer, and financial support.
To find out how you can be part of this ministry visit MarsHillActs17.org.

*** Concert includes haze and strobing lights not recommended for those prone to seizures. ***
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Financial Update
June 2018

Morrissette

June General Fund Giving Total: $20,172
General Fund Monthly Goal:
$29,294
**These amounts do not reflect gifts given for
missions, mortgages or any other designated
funds.

WAYS TO DONATE TO DAHLGREN UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

Collection box to the
right of the Sanctuary
entrance

DUMC Website
(dahlgrenumc.org)
click on “Donate”

Donor arranged
through personal
on-line banking

